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V. Zabavin 
ANTIQUITIES OF TIMBER-GRAVE CULTURE OF NORTHEN AZOV IN 
SAVING RESEARCHES (THE 1970s – THE BEGINNING OF THE 1990s)

The article is concerned with the history of archaeological researches hold on the 
territory of Eastern Ukraine. The review of the antiquities of the Bronze Age Timber-Grave 
culture of Northern Azov area, which had been obtained during the research of the burial 
mounds carried out by archeological new-buildings expeditions in the south of the Black Sea 
region, are presented here. The epoch of new-buildings in archeology of Eastern Ukraine is 
covers the 1970s – the beginning of the 1990s. The article highlights the sources obtained in 
the course of twenty years during the time of excavations of Antiquities of Timber-Grave 
culture of Northern Azov are highlighted in the article. 

Main milestones of this process were carried out by large academic and high-school
expeditions. This period is marked by large-scale national researches. During the new-
buildings excavations the enormous fund of sources was accumulated, a number of highly 
qualified professional archaeologists were trained as well as the basis and conditions to 
research various trends of archeology and prehistory was formed. 

According to our calculations, during the specified period on the territory of Northern 
Azov new-buildings expeditions investigated more than 400 burial mounds and about 1230 
graves of Timber-Grave culture of Late Bronze Age. As well some peculiarities of ritual-
inventory complex and issues of cultural and chronological periods of burial monuments are 
examined. 

Thus, new-buildings archeology is a qualitatively new stage in the study of antiquities of 
Timber-Grave culture of steppes, situated in Left-Bank Ukraine in general and Northern Azov 
are in particular. It can be characterized by a sharp increase of the sources among which are 
the materials of burial mounds researched in the course of work in the areas of irrigation as 
well as followed by comprehension and comprehensive study. 

Key words: the Timber-Grave culture, Bronze Age, North Azov sea region, mortuary 
archeological monuments.


