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BOPOTLEA 3A MACTBY:
CYYACHI TEHAEHLYi PENIFIAHOIO XUTTS
JIATUHCBKOI AMEPUKN

Hocniodceno kongecitinuii cxnad nacenenns kpain Jlamuncoroi Amepuxu.
3’acosano, wjo Oinbwicme HACEIEHHA PeiOHYy CROBIOYE KAMOIUYUSM, WO CMATI0
HACTIOKOM MPUeano2o npoyecy XpUCMuaHizayii, AKUll pO3MASHY6CSs HA  KilbKa
cmonime. Hogow menoenyieio cmano me, wjo npomazom OCMAHHIX 0eCAMuiime y
NPOYEHMHOMY CRIGGIOHOUIEHH] YUCENLHICIb KAMONUKIE HEYXUTIbHO 3MEHULYEMbCSA, Y
moil yac AK 3pocmac KinbKicmo npuxunvbHuxie npomecmanmcbkux yepros. Cyuacna
penizitina cumyayin ¢ Jlamuncokii Amepuyi oemoncmpye empamy KamoauybKoo
YepKeoIo C6020 MOHONOILHO20 CIAHOBUWA, HA 3MIHY AKOMY RPUXOOUMb peiieitinutl
naopanizu. 3pobieHo 6UCHOBOK, WO KAMOIUYbKA YepKea O 30epedceHHs enauey
Ha Macu Mac 3MIHUMU C60I0 YeHmpanizoany cmpyKkmypy i agmopumapHuil cmuib
ynpaeninns, 6invuie npuciyxamucs 00 nomped nacmeu.

Kniouosi cnosa: Jlamuncoka Amepuxa, kamonuyusm, npomecmanmu, meonozis
GU3GONEHHSA, CEKVIAPUIM.

e 3 nmobu IIpocBiTHUITBA Yy CYCHUTBHIA mTymili
yKOpiHMJIacs Te3a Tpo Te, L0 3 PO3BUTKOM Hayku Oyne
MOCTYTIOBO BimOyBaThCs 3MEHIICHHS BIUIMBY peIirii Ha
CyCcHinbCcTBO. BTiM, choroaHi, Mu 0adnMo, 10 KOH(IIKTH Ha
perniriiiHOMy TPYHTI HE BiAIHILIM B MHHYNE, a KoH(]eciliHa
MPUHAICKHICT ¥ JOHMHI  3aJHMINAE€THCS  BAXKJIUBUM
YUHHUKOM DO3BUTKY OKpPEMHX KpaiH Ta LWBiTi3awLiil.
TpamuuiiiHO BBakaeThCs, 0 KpaiHu JlaruHcbkoi Amepukn
€ cheporo abCOMOTHOrO JOMiHYBAHHS KaTOJIMIBKOI LEPKBH,
BTIM, B OCTaHHI JECATWIITTA TYT NPOCTEXKYIOTHCS CYTTEBI
3MIHM, HaHBaXXIMBILIMMU 3 SKUX € 3HM)KEHHS ITMTOMOI Baru
KaTOJMKIB Ta 3POCTAHHS YUCEIBHOCTI MPOTECTAHTIB ceper
MICIIEBOTO HACEJICHHSI.

B ykpaiucekiii ictopiorpadii Taki 3MiHM  Maibke
He BifoOpakeHi, B pOCIifcbKili — iM TpHCBSIUCHO IHIIe
Kimpka crareit [1; 2; 3; 4; 6], HaTOMICTh €BPONCUCHKI Ta
AMEpUKAaHCHhKI JIOCTITHUKM BHSBIIM JO IIMX IIPOIECiB
xkBaBui iHTepec [10-16]. Ase omiHkm TpaHC(OpPMAIii
xoHpeciiinol manmitpu Jlarmachkoi AMepHKH, IX HaCITiIKH
JTaJIEKO HEOIHO3HAYHI, TOMY icHy€e HEOOXI/IHICTh
MPOJIOBKUTH HAYKOBHH MOIIYK Y LIbOMY HAIPSMKY.

OTOX, METOIO CTaTTi € BUSBICHHS 3MiH y peNiriiHOMY
po3mairti JlatmHCEKOT AMeEpHKH, cripoba X MOSCHEHHS Ta
OKpECIJICHHS TEPCHEKTUB PO3BUTKY OKpeMHX KoH(eciit y
MaiiOyTHbOMY.

OpHi€r0 3 BaXIUBHUX IIiJied 3aBoroBaHHS lLleHTpanbHOT
ta IliBneHHOi AMEpUKH ICIAaHCHKMMH KOHKICTaZOpaMH
Oyna XpHUCTHsIHI3allis MicIeBOro HaceJeHHs. [lounHaiouu 3
XVI c1. karonunpbka 1epKBa CTa€ HaI3BMYANHO Ba)JIMBOIO
CKITAJIOBOI0 JKMTTS JIATHHOAMEPMKAHCHKUX CYCHiNBCTB. X
HalliOHAJbHI KYJIBTYPH, COLHalbHI CTPYKTYpH, HOJITHYHI
TpaauLii 3a3HaJIM iCTOTHOTO KATOJIMIIBKOTO BIUIUBY. 3aBOIO-
BaHHs HoBoro CBITy MpOXOIHMJIO MijJ TracjioM Tpo HeoOXia-
HICTb HABEPHEHHS MICLEBHX «JIMKHX HapoIiB» Y ICTHHHY
Bipy. A caMi KaTOJIMIBKI CBSIIEHUKH 1 MICIOHEpH YSBISIIN
cebe B 00pa3i «IyXOBHHX KOHKICTAIOpiB», KOTpi BiBOWO-
BYIOTH y AMSBOJIA JIFOACHKI JymIi cuiioto ciosa [7, c. 75].

3 Bucotu XXI cr. MOXeMO KOHCTaTyBaTH, ILIO
xpuctusHizanis  Llentpanenoi Ta IliBnennoi Amepuxu
BiOyNach TOCUTP YCIIIIIHO, 8 BCECBITHROBITOMUM CHMBOJIOM
MepeMOry KaToJIMIBKOI IIEPKBH B perioHi crana crarys Icyca
Xpucra Han OpaswibchKuM Meraroiicom Pio—me—XKaneiipo.
Ha KaromumproMy iH(popMamiiiHomy moprami Catholic.uz.


Master
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BKa3yeThes, 0 JlaTnHChKa AMEpHKa € IUIKOM KaTOJNUIBKIM
KOHTHHEHTOM: TYT MpOKUBae O1m3pKo 40% KaTONMKIB CBITY.
Ionan 95% narMHOAMEPUKAHIIB BBAXKAIOTHCSI KATOIMKAMH,
nmpote 0araTo 3 HUX € TACHBHUMHM BipYIOUMMH, IIEPKBU HE
BIJBINYIOTh 1 LEPKOBHHUX OOpSAiB, 32 BHHATKOM MLTIOOY,
XpeCTHH 1 TIOXOpOHY, HE JOTPUMYIOTBCSA. Y  CLIBCBKiH
MICIIEBOCTI ~ TEPEBaKalOTh  MOCIHIOBHUKH  «HAPOIHOTO
KaTOMHMLU3MY», 10 IOTPUMYIOTBCS Pi3HUX 3a0000HIB [5].

BriM, Ha cporomni peniriiHa kapTuHa JlaTWHCBHKOT
Amepuku Bursigae aemto iHmoro. @opmanbao JlaTHHCHKA
Amepruka Bce 1€ 3alUIIAE€THCS OCHOBHHUM  OIUIOTOM
KaTONUIM3MYy Yy CBIiTi, aje KaTOJMIbKa LepKBa B pErioHi
HEePeXKHUBAE TOCTPY KPHU3Y, TOJIOBHOI O3HAKOKO SIKOI € BiKe
OaraTopiuyHa TEHJCHIsS IO 3HWKCHHS YacTKU KaTOJUKIB
cepell HaCeNeHHs JIATHHOAMEPHUKaHChKUX KpaiH. Hampuknan,
B HalOunbmiid kpaini periony bBpaswimii, 3a iHdopmariero
HamioHasbHOrO IHCTHTYTY Teorpadii 1 CTaTUCTHKH, B
1960 poui BBaxkanu cebe katomukamu 93,1% HaceneHHs,
a B 2000 — 73,6%. 3a omiHKaMHu JOCTIJHOTO IHCTHTYTY
Datafolha, cporomni 10 KaTONHMIBKOI LEPKBH BiTHOCSTH
cebe 64% rpomansn bpaswmiii, B TOif 4ac sIKk aMepUKaHCHKHI
meHTtp Pew Research Center BBaxkae, mo 34% Opa3mibiiiB
HaJIeKaTh N0 XapU3MaTHYHHUX IIPOTECTAHTCHKUX KOHpecCii,
B MepHIy 4epry, Ao Ir stuiecaTHUKiB. [Ipu mpomy Oararo
OpasmIIbCHKUX KATONUKIB HE OadaTh HIYOTO IIOTAaHOTO B
TOMy, 00 OmHOYacHO OpaTw yd4acTh B puTyainax adpo—
Opa3smIbCHKUX MaridyHuX pemirii [4].

Y Yunmi B 2002 p. 70% mnHaceneHHA 3asBUIAM TPO Te,
mo € Karoaukamu, xoda B 1992 pomi ix Oymo 76,7%.
YV Kocra—Piuni B 1995 poui karomukamu Oyan 84%
HACEJICHHS, INPOTECTAHTAMH Ta IPEJCTaBHUKAMHU IHIINX
peniriit — 13%, a B 2001 poui karonMkaMu TYT Ha3Balld
cebe Bxe 70,3%, mpeacTaBHUKAaMH iHIIUX penirid — 18,7%
[2, c. 128]. Ha cepenuny XX ct. HaceneHHs KomymoOil
Oyln0 MaibKe CTOBIIICOTKOBO  KATONHIBKHM, TOMI SIK
ChOTOZHI Jinmie 2/3 >KUTeNiB KpaiHW 3asBIISIIOTH PO CBOIO
npuHanexHicTh a0 Karomuipkoi LlepkBu. VYV I'Baremani
KaTOJIMKU CTAHOBISITH OJM3BKO IIOJIOBUHU HACEJICHHS, TOJI
SK IHCEINBHICTh IPOTECTAHTIB JOCsIIa Bke 1/3 HaceleHHS
[15]. TapanensHO 30iTBIICHHIO MPOTECTAHTCHKAX TPOMA
y kpaiHax JlaTMHCBEKOI AMEpPHKH pOCTE€ UHCIIO aTeiCTiB i
mrofel 0e3 meBHOI peniriifHol mpuHaIexkHOCTI. Hanmpukian,
y Oepe3Hi IBOro POKYy MEKCHKAHCHKHH I[HCTHTYT craTmc-
THKH, Teorpadii Ta iHGOpMAaLITHIX TEXHOJOTIH OMyOIiKyBaB
Jla”i, 3TiIHO 3 SKAMH B KpaiHi OIOPIYHO YHCIIO KaTOJHKIB
30imparyeThes Ha 1,7%, a ock areictiB — Ha 5,2% [4].

Benyun MoOBy mpo cCydacHy pemiriiHy CHTyalilo B
Jlatuacekiit Amepuui [aniens JleBiH 3a3nHauae, mo 500—
piuHa MOHOMOJIS KAaTOJIMUIU3MY B PErioHi 3MIHWIACh
peririfHuM IUTIopamisMoM. Y BENMKHX MicTaX peniriiHa
ClieHa sIBJIsS€ COOOI0 KBITy4dy MIIIAHUHY [IEPKOB, KarUIUIIb,
BYJIMYHUX TPOMNOBIJHHUKIB, TeJNEBi3iHHUX 1 pajionepenad,
SKi BeIyThb OOpoThOy 3a yBary i NPHUXWIBHICTH aJeNTiB
[13, c. 123].

CTaHOBHIIE KATONHUIIM3MY 3MIHIOETBCS y 60—Ti pOKiB
XX cr., womy cnpusiii psn ¢axropi. Hacamnepen nanucs
B3HAKM KPH30BI SIBHINA BCEPEAMHI KaTOIUIN3MY, SIKHH He
MIT 3aJIOBOJIGHUTH HOTPEOM YaCTHHHU CBOIX IPHXMIBHHKIB
3 oNIiAy HA TPATUMIMHMA JUIT IEpKBH KOHCEPBATU3M.
Cnpoba mojonary 1o mpoOieMy MpOsBIIIACS Y HOSIBI Tak
3BaHOI «TEO0JIOTil BU3BOJICHHD». [loTeHmian s 3apomKeHHs
Tedii, IO 3aKIUKA€E IO BCTAHOBICHHS COLIAIBHOI PIBHOCTI
B paMKaxX OHOBJIEHOI IEPKBH, JaBHO iCHyBaB B JIaTHHCBHKIMH

Awmepuli, OfHAK paHille i TEHASHLIl MPUIYLIYBaJIHCS.
Curyaiis aokopiHHO 3MiHmiacsi B 60-Ti pokn XX cT.
Jpyruit Barukancekuii codop (1962-1965 poxu) i [pyra
KOH(epeHIis JaTHHOAMEPUKAHCHKOI E€MHCKONAIbHOI paau B
Menenbini y 1968 p. npusBenn 10 NPUHHATTS pajUKaIbHO
MOJICPHI30BaHOT COIabHOT JOKTPUHHU. 3 [BOTO 4Yacy
BCEpE/IMHI KaTONUIBKOT 1epkBH B JlaTWHCBKIM Amepwii
odopmunucs ABI  Tewil: TpaauiiiiHa 1 OOHOBJICHCHKA,
ieoorielo  sKOI cTajla «TeoJorist BH3BOJEHH». Homwmit
HAIpsIMOK  BIJPI3HSABCSL YITKOIO OpI€HTALi€I0 HAa YdYacTh
IlepkBu B momiTuuHii 60pOTHEOI 3apajayl 3BITEHEHHS JIaTHHO-
aMEpHKAaHIIB HE TUIBKH BiJ NMEPBOPOIHOTO TpiXa, ane i Bix
YCIX BUJIIB COILIaJbHOTO T EKOHOMIYHOTO THOOJCHHS [4].

ITpenCTaBHUKM ~ «TEOJOTii  BH3BOJEHHS»  3a3HAIN
3HAYHOTO BIUIMBY MAapKCH3MY, 3BiJIKH BOHH 3aIll03MYHIIH
KPUTUKY KalliTaJiCTHYHOI CHCTEMH, BYEHHS IIPO KIacH,
KJ1acoBy OOpoTHOY, pyIIiiiHI CHIIM iCTOPii, PEBOIIOLIIO TOIIO
[3, c. 173—174]. Ilpn 1pOMYy BOHH MiJKPECTIOBATH, IO
Cesare IIMCBMO 3aMINAETBCA €IMHUM BHIIUM JDKEPEIOM
icTHHHM, a cama iges 60poThOM 3a BH3BOJICHHS € 0i6iiHOI0
Ta XPUCTUSHCHKOIO.

Kinene  Xomomnoi  BiliHH, JIeMOKpaTH3allisi  KpaiH
JlatuHcbkoi AMmepukn 1 KpuTH4YHA T1o3uLisi Barukany
NPU3BEIH JIO CIaay MOMYJSIPHOCTI «TEOJIOTil BH3BOJICHHS,
nounHarouu 3 KiHos 1980—x pokiB. bararo mpencraBHHKIB
mux iged B3arami  Bimidmum  Big  llepkBu, o00OpaBIm
rPOMaJChKy UM MONITHYHY Kap’epy. IOro roJoBHOIO
CIAIIMHOIO CTaJla pi3ka 3MiHA CTaBJICHHS JIO0 KaTOIUIM3MY
B perioni. ¥ XIX-XX cromitrax Karommmpka LlepkBa B
kpaiHax JlaTnHChbKOI AMEpHKH HE pa3 NepeKHBasla TOHIHHS,
MpoTe 3aBKIW B IUIOMY BIJHOBIIOBajla CBOI ITO3MIIIi.
OnHaK «TeoNoris BU3BOJICHHS» 3aBiana i Baxkuil ymap
3CepEANHU, OrOBTATUCS BiJ| SKOTO JIATHHOAMEPHKAHCHKI
KaTOITMKH HEe MOXYTh 1 moci [4].

He Bmitoun matu BiAIOBigs Ha TYXOBHI 3aIUTH JIIONCH,
M9l «Teosorii BHU3BOJICHHS» CHPOOYBaJM 3aJ0BOJBHUTH
iX COIiaJbHO—CKOHOMIYHI 3amuTH, ane W TyT 3a3HaIH
HeBJayl, fSKa MiAipBaja MO3WMIl KAaTOJHLIU3MY SK TaKOro.
Haif0inpIn BaKIMBUM PE3YyJBTaTOM «TEOJIOTi] BU3BOJICHHS»
CTaja HAapoCTaro¥a CEeKy/JIApu3allis KaTOJNMLBbKUX KpaiH
periony i maninHs aBroputery LlepkBu i penirii. Y 1pomy
BIJIHOIIICHHI JIOBTOCTPOKOBHIA BIUTUB «TEOJIOTIT BH3BOJICHHSD
Ha JlarMHCbKY AMEpHKY MOXKHA IOPIBHSATH 3 BIUIMBOM
Pedopmartii Ha €spory.

CraBka «Teosorii BHU3BOJCHHS» HA HIKYI COLHaIbHI
BEpCTBM BHSBHJIACS TIPOTpaIiHOIO. SIK cKa3aB OJMH 3
0anTUCTCHKUX TACTHPIB «KATONHMIbKAa IepKBa BHOpaia
OigHux, a OixHi BuOpany eBanremikiB» [15]. [Tokn xatommkn
Opamu y4acTb Yy HONITHYHIN Ooporwbi, 3’sicyBanocd,
IO Xapu3MaTW4HI IPOTECTAaHTChKI KoH(ecii Habararo
e(eKTHBHIIIE MPAmIOTh 3 IYXOBHHMH 1 COIiaJbHUMU
noTpedaMu HU3IB CYCILIbCTBA. ix MIPOTIOBIAb s OiMHUX 1
JKeOpakiB B psAl KpaiH BUSBHIACS TYXKE YCIIIIHOK.

ITOTY)XHUM YHHHHKOM DO3PUBY 3 KaTOIHMI[M3MOM CTa€e
ypOanizamis. Sk 3a3Hadae cBsmeHUK DepHaHgy Asbre-
Mmeitep 3 Karommupkoro yniBepcutery Can—Ilaymy, «micbke
JKUTTA 3aCHOBaHE Ha CIIOKMBAHHI» — a Ha IbOMY IIOMi
KaTolIMKaM CKJIQJHO 3MaraTucs 3 aKTHBHMMM IIPOTEC-
TAQHTCHKUMH MICiOHEpaMH, SIKi TPAAMIIMHO OB’ s3YIOThH
Bipy 1 Marepianbue Omaronony4usi. CibCbKHH IKHUTEb,
ONMUHUBILKCH y MICTi, HEe MepecTae OyTH BipylouuM, aie
NPOTECTAHTU3M  31a€ThCS  HOMy OUIbII  NPUBAOIUBUM,
aJIeKBaTHUM cuTyari [9].



Iopsn 3 mactymom mpoTecTaHTiB, mpotu Karommmbkoi
UepkBu B JlaTWHCHKIH AMepHIli CBOTOMHI i€ 1 psg
comianbHUX (akropiB. HalyBae MOMMPEHHS peNiTiiHUHA
CHHKPETH3M — SBHIIE, KOJIM JIIOJMHA CHHTE3Y€ pi3Hi
perniriii B cBOl0 BiacHy Bipy. Lle BimHOCHTBCA HE TITBKH
IO TIPAKTUYHOTO AOTPUMAHHS PENiriiHUX HOpPM, aje H o
camoi Teomorii [16]. ¥ JlatuHchkiii Amepuii BiaOyBaeThCs
MOCTYTOBA IUIIOpATi3allis TyXOBHOTO JXKUTTA. Bce Oinbiie
JIONEH 3asABIAIOTH PO CBOIO HEHAIEKHICTh 1O JKOAHOL
koHpecii. HapewTi, migidioM iHIIaHCHKOTO HAI[OHATI3MY
B JIGIKUX KpaiHax MpPU3BOAUTH A0 CIpo0 peaHiMyBaTH
S3UYHHULBKI  penirii.  HaiiGinpimn — sickpaBuM — mpuKiIagoM
TAKoro 3MICTy  CTaJl0  3alpOBA/DKEHHS  IPE3UJICHTOM
Bonisii EBo MopanecoM nep>kaBHOTO KyJabTy 1HIIaHCBHKOT
Ooruni pomroyocti [lauamama. XapaktepHi TeHAeHIl i
Ha TiBHIYHOMY cxomi bpaswiii, ne aesiki JyXoBHI Jigepu
HETpIiB 1 MyJaTiB HAMaraloThbCsl OYUCTUTH ahpo—Opa3HIIbChKI
MariuHi KyJIbTH BiJl KaTOJHMIBKHX i €BPONEHCHKUX BIUIUBIB,
BiJTHOBUBIIHM B YHCTOMY BHUIVIAIl a(pHKAHCHKY SI3HYHULIBKY
pemiriro [4].

IIle omumM HeratMBHUM (DAKTOPOM JUIST KaTOJIUIBKOT
LEPKBH € PENiriiHuN iHAMBigyali3M. SIKIIO MPOTECTaHTH3M
gacto (OKyCye yBary BIpYIOUMX Ha CYCIUIBbHI MOTpPeOH, a
KaTOJIMIM3M — Ha MOTpebax camoi LEpKBH, TO €BaHIEIICTH
CIOBIAYIOTh TOHAX Yyce OCOOWCTE CHaciHHA. MeToaucTi
Ta TpeCBITEepiaHI MiJHIMAIOTH MAcTBY Ha OOpOTHEOy 3a
3a00poHy saepHOi 30poi abo Ha Jomomory Oes3xaTbkam, a
€BAHTENICTH IIEPEKOHYIOTh BIPYIOYMX, IO BOHHM MOXYTb
BCTYNHTH B Oe3mocepenHe CHiIKyBaHHA 3 borom. [ 1e
npuBabmroe  moneir  [16].  Ilporecrantchke €BaHrenie
MPOIIOHYE JIATHHOAMEPUKAHISIM HOBY HAil0 1 JyXOBHY
po3pajy B 3TypTOBaHUX MICIIEBHX LEPKBAX, CEPel THITIOUHX
peaiii NOBCSKICHHOIO JKUTT. BucTymaiouu mepes cBOiMH
omHoBipusaME, m'stuaecatHuns Himsa Kocra 3 Pio—me—
Xaneiipo 3a3Havana: «S 1miaciuBa, Koau s mepeOyBaro
y UEpKBi, MOJIOCH, CIiBal0 B OTOYCHHI JtOOOBI Icycay.
Bantucr Pikapno Apayxo, OymiBensHuk 3 Can—Ilaymy
TaK IOSICHIOBaB cBoe HaBepHeHHs: «be3 Icyca s Oys
HIKUM, ane s 3HaimoB cebe uepe3 Hboroy» [15]. Takum
YMHOM, YacTHHA  JIATHHOAMEpPHWKAHINB  BIJMOBISETHCS
BiJl KaTONMIM3MY, 3HAXOQsIuu Il cebe anbTepHaTHBY
B PI3HUX MPOTECTAHTCHKUX €BAHTCILCBKUX KOH(ECIsX,

a00 B CHHKPCTHYHIA MIIIaHWHI PI3HUX  PENIriiHHUX
CKJIaJIOBHX.
OTXe, CBOTOAHI MIBHAKO #Je TpoIec OCTaTOYHOI

pyHiHanii MmoHomodbpHOTO cTaHoBHIIa Karommupkoi Llepksu.
VY JlaruHcpkiii Amepuni BinOyBaeTbcst (opMyBaHHS HOBOL
MOJIETIi PO3BHUTKY, IOB’S3aHOI, HacamIiepel, 3 MICBKOIO
KYJABTYPOIO, CEKYIIPU3MOM, PETIrifHAM IUIIopasizMoM 1
BIJZJANICHHSIM  BiJl TAaTpiapXajdbHOTO CUIbCHKOTO  YKIIALYy,
JOKTPUH 1 TIPAaKTUK OPTOJOKCAJIBHOIO KaTONULM3MY. Y
HaWOMMKYi POKM MOXKHA YeKaTH IiJHOMY €BaHIeIbChKOTO
pyXy 1 3pOCTaHHsS HaNpy»XEHOCTI B HOro BiZHOCHHAX 3
KaTOJIMIBKOIO ILIEPKBOIO, @ OTXKE, i MOMIIMBOTO BTPYYaHHS
JIep’KaBM 3 METOI0 MIHIMI3yBaTH II0 HANpyKeHicTb. BomgHo-
yac, cama KaTOJMIbKAa LepKBa Juisi 30€peKCHHS BIUIMBY
Ha MacW Ma€ 3MIHMUTH CBOIO LEHTPANi30BaHy CTPYKTypy i
ABTOPUTAPHUH CTWJIb YIPABIIHHS, OUIbIIE TPHUCITyXaTUCS 10
noTped MacTBH.
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The struggle for the flock: modern tendencies

of religious life in Latin America

The article examines the religious composition of the population of Latin America.
It was found that the majority of the region’s population professes Catholicism, which
was the result of a long process of Christianization which lasted for several centuries.
The new trend is that in recent decades the percentage of the number of Catholics
is steadily decreasing, while a growing number of supporters of the Protestant
churches. Contemporary religious situation in Latin America demonstrates the loss
of the Catholic Church of its monopoly position and comes religious pluralism. It is
concluded that the Catholic Church is to preserve influence on the masses must change
its centralized structure and authoritarian management style, more listen to the needs
of the congregation.

Keywords: Latin America, Catholicism, Protestants, liberation theology,
secularism.
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