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Roman Curia in order to obtain information about the «hostile activities
of the Vatican» in the relation to the USSR and the countries of the
socialist camp.
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Lisova Vita. External open communications of the State Security Committee
of the Ukrainian SSR in 1989–1990: trends and directions

The purpose of the article is to analyze the general trends and features of the
development of external open communications of the USSR KGB in 1989 –
early 1990 and to investigate the main directions and forms of information
and propaganda activity realization by the Soviet special services in the
specified period.

The research methodology is based on the principles of historicism, scientificity,
objectivity, and comprehensiveness. To achieve this goal, a set of general
scientific and special historical methods was used in exploration.
Generalization and comparison methods were used to highlight trends
and specific features of publicity development of the State Security
Committee of the Ukrainian SSR. While working with archival data, the
hermeneutic method and critical analysis of historical sources were used.

Conclusions. Public relations strengthening and advocacy improving were one
of the leading tasks of the Soviet intelligence services during the period
of Gorbachov glasnost. At the same time, openness and so-called general
democratization shed light on many «inconvenient» topics for the State
Security Committee. Therefore, the rhetoric of the secret agency during
this period was often justifiable and defensive. The Chekists denied their
involvement in the punitive and repressive past, tried to prove the
legitimacy and effectiveness of modern activities, and declared «closeness
to the people». The publicity of the KGB of the Ukrainian SSR was mainly
limited to participation in rehabilitation processes, popularization of state
security bodies in society, information campaigns against national
democratic forces, work with citizens’ letters and appeals.

After the 1989 elections, this list was expanded. Now the Chekist
deputies began to use the status of elected representatives more actively



to promote their professional reputation. As a result, parliamentary activity
became an important tool for influencing public opinion.

It should be noted that in 1989 – early 1990 there was a marked
expansion of cooperation between state security agencies and the me-
dia. The committee actively used the media for propaganda and image
projects – there were complimentary articles and interviews with repre-
sentatives of the secret service, radio and television programs, works of
art and history, movies, «journalistic investigations» held with the KGB
assistance.

However, despite considerable efforts, the publicity of the State
Security Committee still had many shortcomings due to conservatism
and internal secrecy, as well as the unwillingness of some employees to
open dialogue with the public.

Key words: perestroika, reformation, publicity, communications, propaganda,
press group, elections, agitation, deputies, rehabilitation, prevention,
KGB, USSR.


