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Lisova V. Implementation issues of the publicity principle
in the activities of the KGB of the Ukrainian SSR during

Gorbachov’s reformation (1985–1987)

The purpose of the article is to study the decisions of the top party leadership
of the Soviet Union and the USSR KGB (State Security Committee) to
expand publicity in the operational and service activities of state security
bodies at the beginning of the Gorbachov era and to highlight the
characteristics of external public communications of the KGB in 1985–
1987.

The research methodology is determined by the principles of historicism,
scientificity, objectivity. During the study of this topic it was used general
scientific and special historical methods (problem-chronological, historical-
systemic, historical-genetic) which facilitated the analysis of party
decisions and departmental orders on the implementation of information
and propaganda work of state security bodies, identification of trends,
directions and forms of implementation of a new political course in the
USSR KGB activities.

Conclusions. Along with the program of social-economic transformations, one
of the main leitmotifs of the party leadership in the last years of the
Soviet Union was the expansion of publicity and the so-called general
democratization. In the state security bodies activities these instructions
were implemented through the gradual increase in the scale of information
and propaganda support, more active involvement of the media and
citizens in general preventive, ideological, educational and counter-
propaganda work.

In practice, the new party directives were implemented through:
meetings with labor collectives and communities, which took the form of
lectures, talks, and thematic evenings; growth of control over the work



with citizens’ appeals and receptions; ensuring the preparation of biased
articles, essays, books, documentaries and feature films, TV and radio
programs on the history and activities of the VChK–KGB.

At the same time, the introduction of new approaches and forms of
work took place both in the center and on the ground rather slowly,
always encountering the unpreparedness of personnel for change. In
response to the resistance of the system the control of the management
was increased, in particular through the «discharge of ballast». It was
required that the operational and management staff acted creatively
and «in a new way», added more efficiency and dynamism to propaganda
activities, involved the public more actively, took care of the image and
overcame negative stereotypes in society. For this purpose, the rhetoric
of public speeches was updated, specialists in social sciences and
humanities, veterans of the KGB bodies and troops were involved in the
implementation of propaganda actions.

Pardons for those convicted of anti-Soviet activities and the rehabili-
tation of victims of Stalin’s repression were prominent among the forms
of public relations. In addition, at that time, at the initiative of the KGB
in the columns of newspapers separate materials began to appear on
the legal response to the revealed facts of law violations in the Soviet
secret service activities.

However, at the initial stage of reformation, such measures were
disparate and unsystematic, and the interaction between the structural
units of the Committee was not sufficiently coordinated. Therefore, a
promising direction for further researches in the field of the USSR KGB
external public communications is the study of the implementation of
publicity principle into the department activities in 1988–1991.

Key words: publicity, reformation, propaganda, public relations, KGB, USSR.


