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Abstract 

Giovanna Brogi Bercoff

Baroque Homiletic Literature in Comparative Perspective in Ukraine and 
Russia.

Homiletic literature is one of the most typical and productive genres of Baroque 

literature in Ukraine and Russia, as well as in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and 

in the whole of Europe. Although this is well known, the investigation and publication 

of Baroque homiletic texts is far from complete, even for the most famous preachers. 

Preliminary work that I have attempted on the sermons of Stefan Javors’kyj/Javorskij 

has convinced me that it is impossible to analyze one single author scientiÞ cally and ob-

jectively without taking into consideration the works of the other preachers of the same 

time and area, such as A. Radivylovs’kyj,  azarz Baranowicz/Lazar’ Baranovy , Sime-

on Polockij, Dimitrij Tuptalo, Metropolitan of Rostov, and others. Moreover, there were 

high ranking Þ gures whose work as preachers is little known or effectively unknown, as 

is the case of Varlaam Jasyns’kyj, and even Petro Mohyla. Though the rhetorical rules, 

the situation of communication and the function (or Sitz im Leben) of sermons are often 

very similar, a comparative approach demonstrates that there are enormous differences 

between different authors, areas and periods. In my paper I will focus on some meth-

odological issues and basic questions, such as: the relationship between these authors 

and their models; the dominant models; the ways in which the authors’ application of 

common rhetorical rules and their religious backgrounds differed; the way the speciÞ cs 

of the sermons written in Ukraine differ from those written in Russia; the differences 

between sermons written in the various periods of baroque homiletics, from the early 

1600s to the 1720s; the relationship between choice of language and the result each au-

thor achieves in his sermons; effective differentiation and the speciÞ cs thereof.

Research into Slavic studies over the last 20 years has led to many important results 

in the Þ eld of Baroque literature in the Eastern Slavic lands. However, I am convinced 

that no real progress can be made in the coming 20 years unless a great number of new 

texts are made available to scholars from different countries. Thousands of pages of im-

portant writers remain unpublished or are only accessible in rare old volumes, available 

in a handful of libraries. The Þ rst duty of scholarship now is to read and publish new 

texts: only later will heuristic and interpretative progress be possible.


