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WORLD WAR

The Second World War was the deadliest armed conflict in human
history, with battles engulfing Europe and Eastern Asia, Africa and the
Near East and the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

Two military-political blocs of states faced off in the war: the Axis and the
Allies.

It began on September 1, 1939 with Nazi Germany (Third Reich) invading
Poland. Great Britain and France opposed Germany. The USSR invaded
Poland together with Germany, but after the start of the German-Soviet
war (June 22, 1941), the Soviets joined the Allies. On December 7, 1941,
Japan attacked the United States in the Pacific Ocean.

The majority of the world’s states gradually joined the Allies, including
the USA and China.

The Axis powers included Germany, Italy, Japan and their allies: Hungary,
Romania, Bulgaria and others.

The Third Reich capitulated on May 8, 1945, and the war ended on
September 2, 1945 with Japan’s surrender.

Ukraine was in the center of this global conflict and its citizens served as
soldiers in every army that fought on its lands.

Numerous liberation movements arose at the same time the two
coalitions were fighting the war, including the Ukrainian Liberation
Movement.

The Ukrainians’ fight for freedom continued for ten years after the end
of the Second World War.




INTERBELLUM

Ukraine — Europe’s greatest problem
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Bolshevism

Versailles Conference’s ﬁrb:tratron Commission (28 June 1919) The demise of the Russian Empire during

the war initially led to the democratic Feb-
ruary Revolution followed by the commu-
nist October Revolution (1917) orchestrat-
ed by the Bolshevik faction of the Russian
Social-Democratic Workers’ Party. Headed
by Vladimir Lenin, the Bolsheviks kept
most of the former Empire’s lands within
the Soviet Union and announced their
campaign for international revolution. The
Communists’ attempt to spread their in-
fluence to Europe and the world became
the first pre-condition to the Second

Treaty of Versailles

The First World War (1914-1918) destroyed most of the empires that fought in the war
and provided captive peoples with an opportunity to attain their own statehood. But
the post-war agreements that formed the basis of the Treaty of Versailles did not elimi-
nate any of the underlying causes of the conflict. Three groups of states emerged after
the war: the “winners” (USA, United Kingdom and France), the “losers who came out
winners” (Italy, Japan) and the successor states to the “losers” (Weimar Germany,
Soviet Union). Only the “winners” tried to maintain the status quo. The other countries
wanted to revise the war’s results for their own benefit or to exact their revenge.

Bolsheviks Welcoming the Red Terror in St. Peterburg (banner: “Death of the Bour-
e 20 Boumen. ~ geoisie and Its Henchmen! Long Live the Red Terror!) World War.
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Ukrainian Revolution

The disintegration of the Russian Empire provided the
Ukrainian people with a chance to establish their own
statehood. The revolutionary parliament - the Central
Rada - led by Mykhailo Hrushevsky, in 1917 went from
fighting for Ukraine’s autonomy to the declaration of in-
dependence of the Ukrainian National Republic (January
22, 1918). In the spring of 1918, the Western Ukrainian Na-
tional Republic came into being in Galicia (called Halychy-
na in Ukraine). Ukraine’s unification occurred on January
22,1919. But three waves of Soviet aggression and failure
to secure support on the international arena resulted in

YHPATHCBHOI LETPATIHOI PATH.

Hapone Yepaimm!

e, Semen, cacen, Cruae WL seutl Fapulvenl Bl Hapeenc

e

® “L’Ukraine  Journal” from Lausanne

; (Swftzerfand) respond"ng Fo the e.mergence the fa[[ Of |ndependent Ukra]ﬂe and the dIVISiOH Of its

b > i of f;ﬂ Fﬂl;itAOH?mOUS Ukraine entitled “To- lands among its neighbours (1921). In the period be- R :

4 : : - " : wards Full Autonomy” Lp -

: 4 ; tween the two world wars, the Ukrainians were the larg- Lenin Speaking to the Military in Petrograd during the Octo-
, est stateless nation in Europe. ber Revolution (November 1917)

The chief problem in Europe today is the Ukrainian problem... Until they are
assured of liberty they will be faithless to whichever State they are bound
and will continue freely to shed their own blood and that of their conquer-
ors... What then is the use of pretending that there is peace when there is no
peace? Nor will there be any until this Ukrainian question is satisfactorily dis-
posed of.
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Lancelot Lawton, “The Ukrainian Question”

(Address in British Parliament, 1935)
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The Fourth Universal of the Ukrainian Central Rada which de-
clared Ukrainian independence (22 January 1918)

Hitler greeting pilots from the Condor Legion on parade in Berlin (20 April 1939)

Armed Komsomol (All-Union Leninist Young Communist - - il
League) guarding a barn with corn and the insurance T | i N aZism
fund of the G. Petrovsky agricultural farm in the village . 4/ i

of Vilshany, Kharkiv oblast
7 S The German Empire’s defeat in the First World War resulted

in the loss of many of its territories and colossal payments to
the victorious states. Harsh economic conditions and the di-
vision of the nation across new borders led to the steep rise
of arevanchist mood in Germany. As a result of victory in the
1933 parliamentary elections the National-Socialists led by
Adolf Hitler came to power - the most radical among politi-
cal parties in their rejection of the terms of the Treaty of Ver-
sailles. The Nazis renewed the country’s industrial might
and transformed Germany (Third Reich) into a formidable
military state. The Nazis’ campaign to exact revenge for
Germany'’s loss in the First World War became another pre-
condition to the start of the Second World War.
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A Nation DlVlded

The Soviet totalitarian regime’s crimes against Ukrainians were possible because of the loss
of Ukrainian statehood and occupation. The “Red Terror” was launched during the
Bolshevik-Ukrainian wars of 1917 to 1921 targeting, foremost, the Ukrainian national elite.
During the collectivization of 1929-1931, the most productive segment of the rural
population was subjected to mass deportations and confiscation of property
(“dekulakization”) and nearly 200,000 died as a result. The Holodomor of 1932-1933 was
organized by the Soviet government and took the lives of more than 4 million people in
Ukraine. The USSR’s policies of mass terror against Ukrainians continued until 1953, while
smaller scale political repressions continued to the dying days of Soviet rule in 1991.

In the Ukrainian lands that went to Poland (Volyn, Halychyna) and Romania (Bessarabia,
Bukovyna), the governments also introduced policies of targeted assimilation of Ukrainians
and violated their rights, but never resorted to the mass repressions similar to those used by
the Soviets. Only in Czechoslovakia-controlled Transcarpathia were Ukrainians able to finally
attain autonomy, only to later lose it under Hungarian rule.

Delegate Meeting of the Il All-Ukrainian Military Congress in Kyiv. Center, left-right: S. Petliura, M. Hrushevsky, V. Vynnychenko (2 November 1917)




THE “SILVER LANDS”

1959 Carpatho-Ukraine
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Territories annexed
from Czechoslovakia

Carpatho-Ukraine

The movement in Transcarpathia to join the Ukrainian National Re-
public in 1919 was unsuccessful. The victors of the First World War
decided the region would become part of the Czechoslovak Re-
public.

Autonomous lands
within Czechoslovakia
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The Treaty of Saint-Germain and the Czechoslovak Constitution
provided for granting an autonomous status to Transcarpathia,
but Prague failed to implement the provision by 1938.

In early 1938, Nazi Germany raised the issue of self-determination
for the 3 million Germans who resided in the Sudetenland of
Czechoslovakia. Expecting concessions from Prague, the Slovaks
and the Ukrainians of Transcarpathia also came out with demands
for autonomy.

Border of Czechoslovakia [
until October 1938
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ernment on occasion of the Vienna Award
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Hitler signing the Munich Agreement (30 September 1938) ™= 2 e — : R . . oGO
" : Agitational Brigade of the Carpathian Sich calling people to vote for the .

Diet of Carpatho-Ukraine for UNO (February 1939)
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10 Evening Stndard, Friday, September 30, 1938 . The path to independence

Cartoon from the British magazine “Evening Standard” on
the Munich Agreement

The Munich Conference took place from September 29 to 30, 1938. Under pres-
sure from Germany, Italy, Great Britain and France, Czechoslovakia transferred
the Sudetenland to the Third Reich. Poland then seized Cieszyn Silesia, while Hun-
gary staked a claim on Slovakia and Transcarpathia.

This fundamental weakening of Prague’s position forced its concessions to na-
tional movements. Czechoslovakia became a federation of Czechs, Slovaks and
Ukrainians (the state changed its name and became Czecho-Slovakia). On October
11, 1938, Prague recognized Transcarpathia’s autonomous government of 1 s

Carpatho-Ukraine that was headed by Avgustyn Voloshyn. In February 1939, the - S e
Ukrainian National Union (UNO) which supported Voloshyn won the elections to

the autonomy’s parliament, the Carpatho-Ukrainian Diet.
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Public opinion in Europe viewed Transcarpathia’s autonomy as a German initiative I
- as the first step to conquering Soviet Ukraine. The creation of the autonomous

Carpatho-Ukraine troubled Poland, which itself had a large Ukrainian minority,
bereft of rights of self-government.

Instead of playing the Ukrainian card, Hitler decided to enlist the support of Hun-
gary and Poland and, eventually, the USSR. By decision of the First Viennese Arbi-
trage from November 2, 1938, Carpatho-Ukraine was forced to transfer 12% of its
territory to Hungary, including its largest urban centers: Uzhhorod, Mukachevo
and Berehovo. The capital of Carpatho-Ukraine was relocated from Uzhhorod to
Khust.

...After thousands of years of slavery, our
land has become free, independent and
declares to the whole world that it was, is
and will be Ukrainian! And even if our
young state has not long to live, our land
will always be Ukrainian, for there is no
force capable of destroying the spirit and
strong will of our Ukrainian people.

Excerpt from MP Mykhailo Brashchayka’s speech in the
Carpatho-Ukrainian Diet, March 15, 1939. Sich Congress in Khust (19 February 1939)

President Avgustyn Voloshyn with Secretary Ivan Rohach
near the Government House of Carpatho-Ukraine

The Carpathian Sich (“sich” is the term for Cossack military base from the 16th to

18th centuries) was created in Khust to defend the land. It numbered between

10,000 and 15,000 soldiers, including members of the Organization of Ukrainian
—T Nationalists (OUN) who arrived from Halychyna.

In March of 1939, Hitler decided to fully liquidate Czecho-Slovakia: the Czech lands
were to be occupied by the Germans, Slovakia declared independent and
Carpatho-Ukraine made part of Hungary.
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Preparing for the pact

A significant portion of Joseph Stalin’s address to the 18th Congress of the
All-Union Communist Party (Bolshevik) in March of 1939 was devoted to the
events in Carpatho-Ukraine. The General Secretary accused London and
Paris of provoking German aggression against the USSR. The chief Soviet
made it clear: he did not believe Hitler is planning to use Carpatho-Ukraine

e+ = =1 o : : y . as a step towards expanding into the USSR. The Soviet leadership accepted
] Hungﬂ”aﬂﬂrm)‘ inKmst - ) : - = N the dissolution of Carpatho-Ukraine.

A few days after the disappearance of Carpatho-Ukraine, Hitler ordered
reparations for war with Poland. The “Fall Weiss” (“White Plan”) foresaw

The one-day state - _ ' tphepoccupation of only half of Poland’s territory. B(erlin already k)new that

On March 15, 1939, Carpatho-Ukraine’s parliament declared its independence. Vo- [ ) , ¢ & Stalin would agree to the division of Poland.

loshyn was elected president and the symbols of state were adopted: the blue-and- . ' ¥ Fighters of the Carpathian Sich

yellow flag, Ukraine’s national anthem and a coat of arms combining the trident

with the coat of arms of Transcarpathia
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= Hungarran so!dlers with Pohsh Border Service officers after shooting Ukrainian i
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before. They were supported by Polish saboteur groups. Unlike Prague, the govern- CraugHa GHia, B 9ACTHOCTH, | GTATOYHOS ROTHUECTBO (a-|CTPAAYID ClepKAHHOCTE B
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defend Transcaparthia from Hungarian intervention.

The biggest battle took place on March 16 at Krasne Pohle. The poorly-armed Ukrai- GypiEyasHoil meuaTe BORPYT [BaTesel® sappymaaucs ro-|nesayw Hanumi. Jra noesgka,
opanucHBapimerocs Iepma-|iosn. llyTea ckasath, HM|6HTE MOM T, Tak H 0CTa-

nian units were unable to prevent the advance o f the Hungarian army, and by night-
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The Ukrainians of Transcarpathia were the first people in pre-war Europe to resist APocTh. COBSTCROTO COMAA | MPUTOM IIATHTH HaBecT-|s0 JIbBOB, PG  Tacie Bed
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Carpathian Sich in battle (historical reconstruction, conducted
by participants of the summer 1939 events)




FRIENDSHIP SEALED BY BLOOD

The start of war
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. ) - - Nearly 120,000 Ukrainians were called up to the Polish Army. These SRS tgpR0. onaeckynas, Xuenes — CoAppie noc. CEpupik — Mo TAC
I\ o . ! ! : 5 Mican npesiepa Craaakosckroro, aKOTo MPO-  noabchKo-yEpaiHchKoro noposysims woee | mo
wnu GA ' ; P 2o » : 3 3 4 were prlmarlly rank-and-file soldiers from western Ukraine. vony CORM npufttEn Gypxaupouyin A OBCHMIE OBA-  ROMA CHEMEHTVE HAPOAN NOALCHKHA TA yupaik-

ninuH, azbpaR caosn pluemapmwar  coftuy noak.  ceknft v foporsGl 3a maftfissme 10fpo wapoay
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Polish poster with a patriotic call to its S Pojich ariflerisis on positions with anti- tank S e B .0 LRAMEL RAXARYS | moAcTRS = :
citizens (September 1939) guns g T .. SRTPTM An article in the Ukrainian ewspaper on Ukrainian and Jewish

support for Poland against n aggression (5 September 1939)

" fihe West U s S
The September Campaign AR ¢ )

Ukrainian parties that were represented in the

. &
. TSEDE” c S T“’f”‘e' Polish Diet called on Ukrainians to forget past
Hlt!er att.acked Poland on September 1. The " geonw o\ ) misunderstandings and perform their civic duty
United Kingdom and France declared war on - A L j}‘ﬁ,ﬁﬁ’;} i to Poland. In addition to the hundred-thousand

Germany in response to this aggression. Stalin B
held back immediate military support to the
aggressor. But from the first days of war, the
radio station in Minsk performed the role of a
radio-locator directing the Luftwaffe’s bombers.
Lviv and other Western Ukrainian cities that
were part of Poland were bombed in the first
days of September.

/}"r Kinigsberg e / - 3' conscripts, several dozen officers, veterans of
k B //’% " ANY the Ukrainian National Army, heeded the call to
L\ “oads 'éEIhIng defend the Polish state. They kept their Ukrai-

4 \‘
: 2{// e <5 \ - nian citizenship from 1918 and served in the

Polish Army under contract.

The underground OUN counted on German
promises to transfer the provinces of Halychy-
na and Volyn to the Ukrainians. The nationalists

N_/ ( { did not know that Hitler had already agreed to
( byl ’"? ’ CQ, give western Ukraine to Stalin. A small Ukrai-
BCo nian unit commanded by Roman Sushko moved
Nl A through the territory of Slovakia together with
; m;ﬂ-@” the Wehrmacht. The OUN organized revolts in
)' ) =) several locations in Poland, declaring the re-
_1 ‘P}m'skurm — newal of Ukrainian statehood. The Polish police
o e qemop.b i) and army brutally quashed OUN’s actions.

: Dmh h
‘\, = WHMM famanets September 1939 showed: Ukrainians’ fate was
once again to fight in various armies, fighting
BT T for foreign interests, often against each other.

government to the territory
4| of Romania (the night
of September 17 to 18)

Operations of the German

Army (since September 1)

and its advance line
V¥V a5 for September 19

Operations of the Red Army
(since September 17)
and its advance line

as for October 3

“Liberation Parade”

The Soviet command created the Ukrainian and Belarusian
Fronts on September 11, 1939. The Ukrainian Front, led by
Marshal Semyon Tymoshenko, was comprised primarily of
Soviet Ukrainians. Hitler urged Stalin to attack Poland imme-
diately or risk the proclamation of the “Western Ukrainian
state.” On September 17, the Red Army crossed the Polish
border with the declared goal “to protect life and property in
Western Ukraine and Western Belarus.” Neither Poland nor
its Western allies had declared war on Moscow,

While Poland continued to resist the Wehrmacht, the German
frontline units made it to Brest and Lviv. Warsaw defended
itself. Western Ukraine and Belarus were the rearguard re-
German bombers attacking Warsaw gions of the Polish defence. Upon news of the Soviet inva-
sion, Poland’s leadership fled to Romania. Polish border
guards and army fought the Red Army in several locations,

but the majority of units did not engage the enemy. A meeting between a Polish parliamentarian and a . . : Signing of the German-Soviet Border Treaty
German military official in the besieged city of Lviv :

B ' L 2

A cartoon in the “Evening Standard” newspaper: Stalin and Hitler
share “courtesies” over the corpse of Poland (20 September 1939)

HOTA NPABHUTEJIbCTBA CCCP, BPYYEHHA{ IIOJIbCKOMY
[I0CJIY B MOCKBE YTPOM 17 CEHTABPA 1939 T'OJIA.

17 centabps 1939 rona.
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:Tﬂ: &ﬂmm c::eﬂiﬁeﬁmnfx;?: ::g::::ﬁ: BoflHE, Ry1a on Ouid BOEPTAYT €ro HOPAIYNHEIME DYROBOXRTEIAME
e wexxy CCCP m IomsmeR. Ilpexccrapzennas caMol cefe m | ™ AATh ONY BOAMOMHOCTS BAKHTL wipHofl EHIHLN,
ocraszeEnas Oes pymosoxctea, [loanma npespaTEazck B Yiofmoe Mpruwre, rocnoxmn Nocol, YBepemHA B copepwentoM & Baum
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toazers yrposy xas OCCP. Moarouy, Oyxyun xocexs mefrpaabum, Haponnnit Kownccap Wnocrpannsx Jea CCCP
Copercxos npanpreisetso Be Moxer Ooanme mefirpainHo omo- _ B. MOJIOTOB.
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npoxmsawmpe na tepprroprm [Mossmrm, Gpomiennre na NPomIBOX Tloarckoe MOCOABCTBO
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The Red Army and Wehrmacht acted in concert
in battles against Polish forces. The allies divided
up the occupied territories according to the de-
marcation line they had agreed upon. Lviv, which
was initially blockaded by German forces, capitu-
lated to the Red Army. A joint German-Soviet
military parade was held on September 22, as
Brest was transferred to the Soviet side.

The USSR and the Third Reich signed the Agree-
ment on Friendship and Borders on September
28. According to the agreement, the Soviet
Union annexed western Ukraine and Belarus.
The last units of the regular Polish Army surren-
dered to the Germans near Kock in eastern
Poland on October 6. These were units of the In-
dependent Operational Group Polesie.

Note from USSR government about the entry of .
the Red Army into Poland (17 September 1939) Soviet propaganda depicting the invasion of
Poland as a “liberation campaign” RENDEZVOUS

Stalin’s congratulatory telegram published in the “Pravda” newspaper (25 December 1939)
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“THE FIRST SOVIETS”

Soviet rule in annexed territories

Soviet Propaganda Poster saying: "Long Live
Soviet Power in Western Ukraine!”

Occupation of western Ukraine

In order to legalize the annexation of western Ukraine, the
Soviet Union announced that a People’s Assembly would be held
in Lviv from October 26 to 28, 1939. Overnight, 1,495 electoral
districts were set up and the only candidates nominated were
those approved by the newly-created local branches of the Com-
munist Party (Bolshevik) of Ukraine. According to official Soviet
reports, 92.8% of western Ukraine’s population turned out for
the Assembly “elections” on October 22 and 90.9% voted for
“worker-peasant” candidates. In November, the Supreme Soviet
in Kyiv voted to “accept western Ukraine as part of the Uk.SSR
(Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic).”

Members of the People’s Assembly of Western Ukraine at a ses-
sion of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR (1 November 1939)
Delegates of the Soviet Peopie s Assembly of Western Ukrame (26 October 1939) 23

B i

The USSR western frontier until September 1939 o :
. . . . [:| Territories annexed by the USSR in 1940

Forced collectivization and deportation O
The Soviet government’s first steps evoked popular support: Ukrainianization of === Fed Army combat operations against Finland
schools and cultural life, lowering unemployment, introducing a healthcare  States that lost their
system and land reforms. ‘ independence in 1940

=
But all political parties, save the Communists, were banned. The occupational Z\
government placed people from Soviet Ukraine and Russia in leadership posi- -.W'“"\{g
tions. The plots of land the rural populace obtained as a result of land reforms 5
were forcibly made part of collective farms. ﬁ“ﬁ%a
Mass arrests and deportation of “class enemy elements” began. Between e J\Stockholm
315,000 and 325,000 people were deported into the remote regions of the USSR, “‘;,
the majority of whom initially were Poles and later the occupiers turned their at- =T &
tention to Ukrainians and Jews. D (:t p |
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government officials (5 March 1940) the Communist Party (Bolshevik), which ° o L =t IBU EEaRla l

Eastern Europe 1939-1941

: | Occupation of Bukovyna, Bessarabia and the Baltic

States
Broken column of the Soviet 44th Rifle Division of -. i
Mykola Shchors which consisted of 90% Ukrainians in JSSSSeS 3 : The USSR forced agreements on “mutual assistance” upon the Baltic States that

Hnlgnd (Decembet 1939 Janity 1940) provided for the location of Soviet military bases on their territories.

provide instructions from Stalin to shot

w L i 1
= I captured Polish citizens (5 March 1940)

In June 1940, the Soviet leadership demanded that Soviet armies be granted entry
onto the territories of each of these countries. On June 15, 1940, the Red Army en-
tered Lithuania. Latvia was occupied on June 16 and 17, and Estonia between June
18 and 21. Pro-Soviet governments were installed in each of these countries and
they were transformed into republics of the USSR. Political repressions began in all
three countries as soon as they were occupied.

On June 26, 1940, the Kremlin gave Romania an ultimatum, demanding Bessarabia
and Northern Bukovyna. Bucharest agreed, and between June 28 and July 3, 1940,
Soviet forces occupied these territories. Over the course of the next year, nearly
30,000 people were deported from the annexed regions to remote areas of the
USSR.

Site map of the massive Polish burials in Piatykhatky near Kharkiv

Soviet-Finnish War

On November 30, the Red Army invaded Finland without a
formal declaration of war after Finland refused to cede to
the USSR’s demands to give up the Karelian Isthmus and a

: Soviet winter troops marching to the frontlines,
number of islands. P g f

Finland (wmter 19 39- 1940)
The Finnish Army numbered between 250,000 and
340,000 soldiers, while the Red Army counted between
426,000 and 761,000 soldiers. A significant number of Red
Army soldiers were Ukrainian. The Finns’ cohesion and in-
novativeness stalled the Soviet “blitzkrieg” at the border.
The Red Army incurred huge losses: approximately
323,000 men to 70,000 Finns. A peace treaty was signed
on March 12, 1940 in Moscow: the USSR obtained the
lands they wanted, while Finland was allowed to remain in-
dependent.

-
+<q

Southern Front commander, Army General Georgy Zhukov at
a military parade in Chisinau (4 July 1940)

r . .. : gl
Filmmaker Oleksandr Dovzhenko speaking during a Soviet election rally to the Hutsuls (highlanders)
of the Carpathian Mountams (October 1939)
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1945 ‘““Barbarossa’ and Red Army catastrophe
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“First Category Evacuation”

In the first two weeks of the war, the NKVD (communist
political police) executed more than 21,000 prisoners in
the prisons of western Ukraine. The mass execution of
prisoners in Lviv, Lutsk, Stanislaviv, Dubno and dozens of
other western Ukrainian cities and towns, primarily in the
so-called “political” category — the communists masked as
“evacuation of the first category.” The same fate awaited
those imprisoned in Vinnytsia, Uman, Kyiv and many other
cities with the Red Army’s retreat.

‘L

Blitzkrieg

On June 22, 1941, German forces crossed the
Soviet border. The Red Army was numerically
superior to the Wehrmacht in soldiers and
equipment, but its discipline was incompara-
bly inferior and many of its soldiers simply did
not want to fight. Soviet mechanized units
were destroyed in battles near the border re-
gions of Dubno, Lutsk and Brody. The leader-
less Red Army began its retreat east to the
Dnieper River (called the Dnipro River in
Ukrainian).

Neither normal language, nor writing are sufficient for anyone
to describe those horrors and tortures that were endured by the
numerous victims who were killed by the Bolshevik [Soviet]
NKVD. It could only be experienced, it had to be seen. We still do
not know the exact number and surnames of the victims who

were killed.

Military catastrophe

The battles in Ukraine in 1941 were a catastrophe for Soviet armed
forces. Between August and October 1941, the Red Army was basi-
cally destroyed in Ukraine. The number of Soviet soldiers that were
killed is not known to this day. Nearly one million Red Army soldiers
found themselves surrounded in “pockets” near Uman, Kyiv and
Melitopol. After battles in the Crimean peninsula, Soviet forces re-
treated to Sevastopol.

In August 1941, Hitler rejected the German command’s proposal to
concentrate forces towards Moscow. He ordered the German forces
to turn around and focus their attack on the south. Kyiv ended up in
their grip. The Germans soon tightened the nooses and by September
19, the Red Army had left Ukraine’s capital. The defence of Kyiv lasted
72 days - longer than Poland’s resistance lasted in September 1939.
At the end of September, the surrounded Soviet forces were routed.
According to German documents, 665,000 Red Army soldiers were
taken captive.

In early 1942, Soviet command conducted several failed offensives on
Ukrainian territories. Between May and July 1942, the Germans re-
newed their attacks. The Wehrmacht smashed Soviet forces in battles
near Kerch, Kharkiv and Sevastopol. Nearly 500,000 Red Army sol-
diers were taken prisoner. By July 22, 1942, the Germans had occupied
all of Ukraine.

Soviet soldiers captured in Left-Bank Ukraine

“Ukrayinsky Shchodenni Visti” newspaper, July 5, 1941
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Dnieper Hydroelectric Dam after being mined by special units of the NKVD (August 1941) | __

German sentry, in the background is the Kyiv Monastery of the
Caves and the burning Navodnitsky Bridge (September 1941)

T e oy v -

“Scorched earth”

The Red Army’s retreat was conducted according to the “scorched earth” tactic.
Stalin announced its necessity on July 3, 1941. Numerous governmental and party
structures ordered the destruction of everything that wasn’t shipped out to the
eastern regions of the USSR: factory equipment, technology, agricultural produce.
One of the Stalin’s regime’s most horrific crimes was the demolition of the Dnipro
Hydroelectric Station’s dam by NKVD troops in August 1941. This caused the deaths
of tens of thousands of Red Army soldiers and civilians who were located nearby.
Retreating NKVD units placed radio-controlled mines and other explosives in hun-
dreds of buildings in the center of Kyiv. On September 24, powerful explosions de-
stroyed the buildings on Khreshchatyk Street and adjacent city quarters. Thou-
sands of Kyivans died in the rubble and fire, 324 heritage buildings were destroyed.
On November 3, 1941, an explosion destroyed the 11th century Uspensky Sobor of
the Kyiv Monastery of the Caves.

Column of Soviet prisoners of war near Kharkiv (May 1942)
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LIFE “UNDER THE GERMANS”

Occupation

T Ko ; = T hat S
= 'KQDEPEI% Vilni : & 7 e LY Borders in June 1941:
; y: Reichsko{nmiséanat A . — of the Soviet Union
& 2 ) —————— ~ of the Union republics

De facto borders and boundaries in 1942: . . .

of states A dl‘"ded Ukl’alne
_______ of administrative-territorial
-------------- entities

In 1941, the Nazis and their allies dismembered Ukrainian lands into sev-

'4‘;- { LB eral administrative-territorial units:
' 2 Voronezh ;¢

i G : — Transnistria, made part of Romania (center - Odesa, governor - Ghe-
Wl S et Srisroton ; orghe Alexianu).
5 ,Dlstm'ﬁ“\ i ; Y o - “Galicia” District within the so-called General Government (center —
,Cmnoybska e A [ N - Lviv, governor — Otto Wéchter).

St I’fof Gagnma Temﬂlllll B J?'lhnnytﬂa

- Reichskommissariat “Ukraine” (center- Rivne, Reichskommissar -

1 Karn|ane’¢ Pod’%ﬁm \ e )
}fUzhgorodo Al -~ Voroshylovhrad o \fx Stalifigrad Eric Koch).
\ «
ﬂ?N I S?a“no o 5 - Zone of Military Administration (Chernihiv, Sumy, Kharkiv, Stalino
aparizhi 7
%Budapﬂ ill I v [today Donetsk], Voroshylovohrad [today Luhansk] oblasts). The Weh-
) e, U . . . .
: I /\ﬁ;”upoff Rostov*ma{n rmacht was proclaimed the “supreme territorial government” in these
J elitopal [ |
Front line 1 e e ( .
AAAA i November1942 ] g‘f SEA < \"“1-:}% ~ R
itk e i/ b\, OF Azov ”{5‘“ 7 — The Crimean peninsula was, in nominal terms, under civilian rule, as
e BT 24 \’C‘“ o ‘{-‘;f;-‘;’;g?lfk part of the Reichskommissariat, but in practise it was run by the mili-
< A % Vi _
|:| (Reich (R ) Sc"“fe?f”' P ﬂamd\ﬂ . 7 tary as the Wehrmacht’s rear area in 1941-1942 and 1944.
- fipee el Sevastopol | - \_kq§ \ v
allied to Germany €/ Novorossiy ‘.\_ 7 . .
ST ot . - Carpatho-Ukraine was made part of Hungary in March 1939 and
T 5/ / 7 {M_ﬂ became officially known as “Sub-Carpathian territory,” whose center
BITItories Wi erman r } PO m
e P = J — ' ' b, H
civil administration: a0 ' was the city of Uzhhorod.
. BULGAR lf( BLACK SEA i <2
Government Burgas .~ 3 __J%
I:I:l Reichscomissariats I:\ Tr-_\lrlf'-tcnrieij w[trgtserman Bucharest @ Capital cities Majdanek m  Death camps
. ; - : military administration Concentration camps - i -
Discussions on organizing new German settlements in o T AoeanE (VA e Syrets A (o0 the territory of Ukraine) — Z7 Eég?jc?;{gg}:tegd head of the
the East (20 March 1941) BEvICERELIKE civil administration Biatystok ® territorfal entities . 5

aine during the Nazi occupation

“Hitler-Liberator”. Poster in the
‘“Nove Zaporizhia" newspaper (20
April 1942)

Erich Koch - head of Reichskom—
missariat “Ukraine”

“Eastern Policy”

The Nazis attempted to present themselves to the
Ukrainians as liberators from “Jewish bolshevism”
and “Moscow’s rule.” In practical terms, this “east-
ern policy” translated into Ukraine’s role as a colony
that would provide food, mineral and human re-
sources to the German war economy.

Atriumvirate was established in the occupied territo-
ries — Alfred Rosenberg was responsible for the ad-
ministrative hierarchy, Herman Goering for econom-
ic exploitation and Heinrich Himmler for security and
the destruction of “undesirable elements.”

“‘I\ i 3 _,' 3
2 A .'..“;J Corpse on Taras Shevchenko Boulevard in occupied Kyiv

I'itaep-BussoauTern

Terror and famine

For the purpose of liquidating Jews, gypsies and communists, the Nazis cre-
ated special units from the SS and Gestapo — the Einsatzgruppen.

Ukrainians were not subject to immediate extermination, although political
and racial segregation and genocide affected them too. “German only”
stores and restaurants appeared along with residential areas in the cities.
Residents of Kyiv were prohibited from living in the Pechersk and other
“elite” parts of the city.

In addition to executions, the Nazis employed the Soviet communists’ proven
method of famine. Hitler wanted to decrease the number of consumers of ag-
ricultural produce. So in November 1941, during a meeting in Eastern Prussia
he decided to organize an artificial famine in Ukraine. As a result, the urban
population fell by 53%.

The occupational government’s policies in different parts of divided Ukraine
had common roots and similar methods. The conditions for survival were
more tolerable in the “Galicia” district. Survival was more difficult in Reichs-
kommissariat “Ukraine” — Nazi Germany’s largest colony.

The winter was fierce and cold. There was no bread
in the cities. The bread ration in Kyiv alone - 100 F N
grams a day of some type of mixture of millet flour Residents inoccupled Kyl reading anewspaper-

with peelings - did not provide any opportunities to ;

support life. Meat and lard, of course, the populace Life under occupation
did nOt receive; On,y SpeCU’ators were ab,e to buy Ukraine’s history during the Second World War was a history of occupation. The majority of Ukraine’s popu-
[ from the] black market. “Mishoch nytstvo” [ from ]ta.ltionl, more than 50 mil[ion;hslc.i :a faste Ef whgt I]icfe \«rasnk_e under the Germans.” Structures of civil occupa-
the Ukrainian word for sack, indicating people from tthe ortent ot the Nt scenation, Ukrainian! el and rele

German officer with a little girl in a Ukrainian |
village

At the outset of the Nazi occupation, Ukrainians’ cultural and religious activities were tied to the activities of

the cities Oing to rura’ aredas W"th sacks to bring the members of OUN’s mobile groups. They first arrived in Zhytomyr and Vinnytsia, where they joined vari-
- 5 . - ous administrative and cultural institutions. But after German rule took root, the development of Ukrainian
bCICk fOOd began; the ,ntenlgentSIa Sta rted dy,ng national life was crushed. The beginning of 1942 was marked by arrests and executions of members of the in-

telligentsia.

out en masse. “The liberators” pretended not to , | | -
The media became a bastion of the “new order.” This propaganda was anti-Jewish, anti-Soviet and pro-

L
nOtlce. German in nature. There were other printed publications that attempted to address Ukrainian national af-

Fedir Pihido-Pravoberezhnyi, “Velyka Vitchyznyana Viyna” ffairs, for example the “Volyn” newspaper in Rivne.
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“THE PIT”

Soviet POWs

Nearly 5§ million
Soviet soldiers were taken
captive.

Nazi instructions concerning POWs

T The “Directives on the Treatment of Armies in Russia” (May
' 1941) stated: “When the need arises to overcome resistance,
. revolt, etc., it is necessary to immediately resort to armed force.
/ vt In particular, it is necessary to immediately shoot any POWs
I caught fleeing, without even calling them to stop. Any delay in

the use of arms can be unsafe.”

. . ‘_ The supreme military command issued a special order to Kkill,
} g among the POWs, any Soviet state and party functionaries, po-
litical commissars and Jews.
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¢ - Soviet generals Pavel Poniedielin and Mykola Kyrylov in German captivity (1941). Due to their
surrender into captivity, the USSR sentenced them to death in absentia. The sentence was
'y : el carried out in 1950
g™ ‘ g =t :

Soviet prisoner, tied to a barbed wire fence, Maj-
danek Camp

The orphaned autumn fields
stretched on both sides of the
road. If anything remotely
edible was spotted, no force
could hold us back. The
guards whipped us with
lashes on adll sides, they beat
us with rifle butts, started
shooting - to no avail. Leaving
the dead behind in the dug up,
trampled field, the column
moved on, crunching on feed

beets, carrots or potatoes.

Leonid Volynsky, “Kriz’ Neech: Do Istoriyi Odniyeyi Bezi-
mennoyi Mohyly”

Conditions in German POW
camps

The POWs moved on foot in long columns into the
camps. Soldiers, captured near Kyiv, had to walk
nearly 400 kilometers. Those who were unable to
make the long trip - the sick, injured or exhausted
- were executed on the spot.

To transport POWs by rail, the Nazis often used
open freight cars. In wintertime, thousands of
frozen corpses were unloaded at their destina-
tions. The “in transit” fatality rate reached 70%.

In the territories of occupied Ukraine, the Nazis
created POW camps in 242 locations. There were
three types of camps: Dulag (transit camp), Stalag
(camp for rank and file soldiers and reserve offi-
cers) and Oflag (for officers). Camp buildings were
wooden sties surrounded by barbed wire, there
was no heat. People endured famine, lack of drink-
ing water and disease.

They looked so terrible that frost ran
across the skin. It’s fully plain that
they’re not being fed. And the women
bring them food, but the Germans
won’t let them approach. The women
throw themselves to the POWs. The
Prisoners, like animals, attack the food
extended to them, grabbing, tearing.
And the Germans beat them over the e =y e
heads with the butts of their rifles. |, =, . N soviet prisoners at o mine in

¥ i P =t AT RLE Mg | Emscher-Lippe, during roll-call,
Soviet POWs along the road to an assembly point drink Th ey beat t he women to 0. (1943) ; - ' Germany (1942
from a frozen spring (1941)

Iryna Khoroshunova, “Pershy rik viny. Kyivsky zapysky”

“The Uman Pit,” Nazi Stalag N2 349

The Nazis opened a camp in the western region of Uman
in 1941. According to various estimates, there were be-
tween 74,000 to 103,000 former Soviet soldiers in the
Uman Stalag. The prisoners were kept without shelter.
In the very first days, people were not fed at all, there
was no drinking water. People drank water from pud-
dles. The food the Nazis provided was enough for only
2,000 people. The precise number of the dead in the
“Uman Pit” is unknown to this day.

Column of Soviet POWs marching in the streets of Poltava (1943)

Tragic Finale

The fatality rate among Red Army POWSs was 57.7%, while the rate among
other Allied armies was less than 5%. Using a variety of methods, the Ger-
mans killed almost 500,000 Soviet captives. Another 2.6 million people
perished from inhumane living conditions.

Those who were lucky to survive were subject to a new wave of persecu-

tion and repression in the Soviet Union. On August 8, 1941, Stalin issued

Order N2 270, which defined surrender to captivity as “malicious deser-

tion” and treason. Of the 836,000 POWs who came back to the USSR,

, 233,000 were sentenced and sent to the GULAG, while more than
AR e 1) 600,000 were forced to work in “labour battalions.”

Group of Red Army soldiers rmmédl‘ate]y a

B2
. Bodies of Soviet POWs (1942)

POW in the “Uman Pit”

Women handing out bread to Soviet POWs



HOLOCAUST

Babi Yar and “the Final Solution of the Jewish Question”
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Residents of the Drohobych Ghetto awaiting deportation (21July 1941) B M .
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Romanian soldiers overseeing Jews before their transfer to A \ Transcarpathrc!n Je‘\n.rs near the train upon the;r_ﬂrrlmi
Transnistria, banks of Dniester in Bessarabia ¥ at the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp (1944)
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The Holocaust, Shoa - the persecution and mass de-
struction of Jews by the Nazis during the Second
World War. People were killed for the sole reason of
their ethnicity.

The discrimination that formed the basis of Nazi racial policy quickly grew into mass murder. The plan
behind “the final solution of the Jewish question” was modified after the “Blitzkrieg’s” failure in the
USSR. The idea of repatriating Jews to specific locations (Krakow in Poland, Madagascar or beyond the
Ural Mountains) proved to be illusionary. So the Nazis resorted to genocide.

A

Hoa The Katz Jewish family, Mukachevo (1942-1943)
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The Holocaust in Ukraine

Nazi provoked pogron against the Jews in Lviv
(July 1941)

The Holocaust in the Nazi-occupied territories of the USSR was different from the destruction of
Jews in other European countries. There, Jews were forced into ghettos from where they might ol X0 nd
be sent to gas chambers in places of mass destruction. In the Ukrainian lands, most Jews died n_."::':;:‘:'_:':::,:::f: oo | Brody wird zur Kenntnis se-
from bullets in pits that were often dug by the victims themselves. s s o~ v brad, dess O D e
(3@ wiss. yacom), a imwomy wa- | Uhr deutscher Zeit und Fir die

in 215" — B9 rop. (3a | iibrige Bevdlkerung von 21,20
:::.a::.:n:: | Uhr bis 06,%0 Uhr deutscher Zei*

€ThCA NPH | festgesetzt st.
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gep):ysaﬂntb HaWpoknagHiwe Genaueste Einhaltung der

ubOroc 3apRAMEHHR. 3a nopy- Sperrzeit wird befohlen.

WweHHR AOro KapaTHMeTLCA 3ria- Nichtbelolgung zieht Bestra-

HO 3 BOEHHHM 3aKOHOM. fung nach dem Kriegsrecht nach
sich.

izoch, Rivne o
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At first, the “cleansing actions” were carried out by the Einsatzgruppen on the territory of occu-
pied Halychyna. A week-long pogrom started by the Nazis in Lviv killed 6,000 Jews. The “final solu-
tion” resulted in the destruction of the Jews of Halychyna in camps and ghettos in Ternopil,
Drohobych, Boryslav, Skole, Stryi and other cities. In total, 610,000 were killed. OAHA WARKAY]
In the last ten days of July 1941, the Einsatzgruppen executed 1,500 Jews from Uman.
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Curfew announcement in Brody
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Propaganda leaflet “Jews -
your eternal enemies”

The murders in Kamianets-Podilsky set the example for future criminal actions. At the beginning
of the war, 10,000 Jews lived in this city. In the first ten days of August 1941, the Hungarian govern-
ment deported 18,000 Jews from Transcarpathia to German-occupied Ukraine. The Nazis forced
people to march from Kolomeya to Kamianets-Podilsky and then, in four days between August 26
and 29, executed 23,000 deportees along with the locals.

In May 1944, the Jews who remained in Transcarpathia were shipped to Auschwitz, where most of
them died in the gas chambers.

Shooting Jews on the streets, Zhytomyr (1941)

Babi Yar

This giant grave for more than 100,000 civilians and POWs
became the single most powerful symbol of the Holocaust in
Ukraine. Soon after the Nazis entered Kyiv on September 27,
this became the site of daily executions of Jews, POWs and ci-
vilians. The peak of the mass murders fell on September 29-30
and they continued until the end of October 1941. More than
33,000 Jews were killed in this time.

Babi Yar continued to be the location of regular executions
and burials until the end of September 1943. The victims were
primarily Jews, but also included Soviet POWSs, partisans,
Ukrainian nationalists, Roma, the mentally ill, Dnipro Flotilla
sailors, prisoners of the Gestapo and anyone the Nazis regard-
ed as a threat to their authority. In the spring of 1942, the
Syrets concentration camp began operating in Kyiv and many
of its prisoners also found their final resting place in Babi Yar.

After taking Odesa, Romanian forces executed 20,000 local
Jews. At the end of December 1941, the Romanians killed more
than 40,000 Jews outside of Bohdanivka in Odesa oblast
(modern-day Mykolayiv oblast). In 1941, the occupational Roma-
nian government created its own ghettos and labour camps on
Ukrainian lands that were made part of Transnistria. Jews from
Bessarabia and Bukovyna were killed there. In total, the Roma-
nians killed nearly 300,000 Jews in this area.

The horrific policies of terror against Jews in occupied Ukraine
destroyed their socio-cultural and ethno-religious community.
Nearly 1.5 million Jews were killed on Ukrainian lands during
the Holocaust.

Locations of the largest mass executions of Jews in Ukraine:
Babi Yar (Kyiv) - more than 100,000, Bohdanivka, Odesa oblast
- over 40,000, Drohobytskyi Yar (Kharkiv) — nearly 20,000,
Kamianets-Podilsky — 23,600, Dalnyk, Odesa oblast, nearly
18,000, Sosonky (near Rivne) — more than 17,000 victims.
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OFrOoJIJOMEHHA

Haxasyeres seim wiaam micra Kuesa i
QKON JIGPATHCR B NOHCAINOK AR 29 Be-
pecna 1941 poxy no roa. 8 panxy upm
nyn. Measunka-Jlokrepiacsxiii (xono xnao-
RiNIL).

Bci nosuuni 3aGpamn 1 cofolo noxyme-
HTH, Tpotni, Gltiny Ta iHwe.

XT10 e NANOPAAKYCTHCA ULOMY po3no-
pamxeniio Oyne poscrpianimii,

Xro 3aiime wuaiscske mcwkanus abo
posrpaflyc npeamerit 3 THx mewkans, Gyae
pOICTPiNAHIIL.

OBBABIEHHE

Bee xnam ropona Kuesa u  cro
oKpecTHOCTEH  AomAKIbI ABHTLCA B
noncaeasiuk 29 ceutabpa 1941 roaa x 8
wacam yrpa Ha yroa Menabnukosoll »
Jloxtepunckoii yanu (sowe xaanbuwm).

Binth © co00il 10KYMEHTBHI, ACHLIM M
HCHHLIC BCWWM. @ TAKKC TCIUTYKO OnCKay,
Gensve 1 np.

Kro uy »uaon He BMNOAHHT 3TOro
pacnopskenna u Gyner mnajinen B apyrom
mecte, OyneT paccTpensu.

Kro w3 rpakaan  NpoMHKIIET B
OCTARNCHHBIC JKIAAMH KBAPTHPSI W NPHCBONT

cebe sewm, Gyaet paccipensn,

German command announcement ordering all Jews of Kyiv to gather on September 29, 1941

All we heard was machine gun fire at different inter-
vals: ta-ta-ta, ta-ta... | heard it every day for two
years and this [sound] remains in my ears to this
day. Towards the end, a heavy, oily smoke rose over

the ravine. It smoked for three weeks.

Anatoliy Kuznetsov, “Babyn Yar”

SS searching through the belongings of those shot in the Babi Yar ravine (1941)

Soviet POWs burying those shot in the ravine at Babi Yar under SS supervision (1941)

Odesa Jews in line for registration after German and Romanian
troops arrived in town (1941)
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The Jews are being led away with-
out end. The people hide them, but
the Germans find them and take
them away. The shootings in Babi
Yar can be heard to this very day.

Iryna Khoroshunova, “Pershy Rik Viny. Kyivsky Zapysky”

Ivan Rohach, chief editor of the weekly
“Ukrainske Slovo”, shot in Babi Yar

Ukrainian poetess, editor in chief of the “Litavry” newspapéi‘,.oiena
Teliha with husband Mykhailo Teliha, shot in Babi Yar




RIGHTEOUS AMONG NATIONS

WHOEVER SAVES A SINGLE LIFE - SAVES AN ENTIRE WORLD

Honour

In 1963, Yad Vashem established the criteria for the honorific “Righteous among the nations,”
bestowed by Jews to Gentiles who saved Jews during the Holocaust. Ukraine is fourth in the
world in terms of number of “the righteous” after Poland, the Netherlands and France. There are
2,515 Ukrainian names carved into the Wall of Honour in the Garden of the Righteous in Jerusalem.
A person recognized as “righteous among nations” is awarded a medal, certificate and the
honour of their name being written on the Wall of Honour in the Garden of the Righteous.

Andrey Sheptytsky

Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church (UGCC). Rescued Rabbi David Kahane
said: “When | call Andrey Sheptytsky a saint, |
am not exaggerating.” He led a campaign to
hide Jews. Under Sheptytsky’s command,
some 240 priests, monks and nuns were in-
volved in saving the lives of 200 Jewish chil-
dren. Metropolitan Andrey himself provided
refuge to 15 orphans in his residence, how-
ever, for political reasons, he has yet to be
recognized as one of the “Righteous”.

The Univ Studite Monastery, near Lviv. In the
center of the front row is the future Polish
Foreign Minister, Adam Daniel Rotfeld, left -
Monk Danylo (1943)

The leaders of the Studite Order - the Greek Catholic part of
the Basilian Order, for whome my father worked as an advo-
cate before the war - proposed to save the lives of school-aged
children from our family to the monastery in Univ.

The monastery’s orphanage was home to many children, pri-
marily Ukrainians and one Pole. Three boys came from Jewish
families. They were admitted there by the decision of the Met-
ropolitan of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church Andrey Shep-
tytsky, who called upon all his monasteries to hide Jewish chil-
dren and Polish orphans. As a result, nearly 150 boys and girls
were saved in female and male monasteries. The Abbot, and
later the Archimandrite of the Studite Order was Klymentiy
Sheptytsky, the Metropolitan’s brother. He was my confessor,
a person with a great heart and mind.

Adam Rotfeld, “Te, shcho pamyatayu... Uryvky zi spomyniv” [What | remember... Excerpts from Memoirs]

Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky

Klymentiy Sheptytsky

Archimandrite of the Order of Studite Brethren
of the UGCC. Among the people he saved
during the Holocaust were Kurt and Nathan
Lewin, Adam Rotfeld, the sons of Rabbi Cha-
meides, the Pidozhyn family, Mrs. Abracham
and her daughter. On February 14, 1995, Yad
Vashem recognized Fr. Klymentiy as one the
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“Righteous among nations”. Archimandrite of the Order of Studite Breth-

ren of the UGCC Klymentiy Sheptytsky

Fedir Vovk and Elizaveta
Shkandel (husband and
wife)

e Olena Viter, Abbess Josyfa
I
Abbess of the Greek-Catholic Monastery that be-
-~ longed to the Studite Order. Active participant of
Ukrainian civic life and OUN member. The abbess hid
Jewish children from the Nazis in the orphanage she
ran in Lviv during the war. Among them were Lily
Pohlmann, Nathan Lewin and others. Yad Vashem be-
stowed the honorific “Righteous among nations” to
Olena Viter on February 11, 1976; she was the first
among Ukrainians to receive this honour.

During the Nazi occupation they lived in
Nikopol, Dnipropetrovsk oblast where
they worked as teachers, Vovk led the
local OUN underground. The couple saved
fellow teacher Sarah Baxt and her older
son Victor. On July 12, 1998, Yad Vashem
recognized Fedir Vovk and Elizaveta
Shkandel as “Righteous”.
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Teacher Sarah Baxt, saved by Fedir
Vovk

Nadiya Filipenko

During the occupation, Filipenko lived in Zhashkiv
(then Kyiv, today Cherkasy oblast). She helped three
Jewish girls survive the war: Idi Hutnyk, Fani Pyaty-
horski and Sonia Skaletska. On December 25, 1995,
Yad Vashem named Nadiya Filipenko as one of the
“Righteous among nations”.

Fedir Vovk (lvan Vovchuk) teacher, head of the
local Nikopol OUN underground, who in 1944
became vice-president of the Ukrainian Su-
preme Liberation Council

Olena Viter, Mother Josyfa

Aleksei Glagolev and his
family

Parson of the Church of the Protectionin
Kyiv and Podol. During the Nazi occupa-
tion, Fr. Aleksei and his wife Tatiana
helped Isabella Mirkiniy and her daugh-
ter Iryna hide from the Nazis by provid-
ing refuge in a church building. Fr. Alek-
sei used old church forms to provide
identities for Dmytro Pasichny, his wife
and mother-in-law and provided them
with a residence on church property. On
September 12, 1991, Yad Vashem be-
stowed the honorific “Righteous among
nations” on Aleksey, Tatiana and their
daughter Magdalina and on October §,

& a- 2000, the same honour was bestowed
.'. - on their son, Nikolai.

Qo

Father Aleksei Glagolev, his son Nikolai, wife Tatiana Glagolev
with their young daughter Maria, eldest daughter Maria
Glagolev-Palian, known as Magdalina in the nunnery (March 1944)

Righteous Nadiya Filipenko (center) with those whom she
rescued Sonia Skaletska and Fani Pyatyhorski
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AKSENCHUK EVSTAHI & ANNA
& SON BOGDAN
ALTYNNIKOVA ANNA
ANISHKIEVICH ANNA & LUKIAN
& DAUGHTERS LIDIA
YEVGENIA & VERA
ANTONIUK FEODOR & SON
GREGORY
ANUFRIEV JOZEF
BABAEVA ALEXANDRA
8l BABIENKO LIDIA
BAGNO GRIGORI & MOTHER
ALEKSANDRA
BALABAN YURI & WIFE
BALYK PEOTR & FRANSIZHKA &
CHILDREN LUCIA & HELENA
BELETSKAYA ANNA
BELOUSOV DIMITAI & MARINA
& CHILDREN ALEKSANDER
& ANMNA
BELOVA ALEXANDRA
BEREZHNITSKI JAS & QLENA
BESSMERTNAYA AKULINA
BEVZIUK NADEZHDA
BILECKI EUGENIUSZ &
CHILDREN JULIAN & ANNA
BILECKI LEON & MARIA &
& CHILDREN ROMAN
& JAROSLAVA
BLASHKEVICH ANTON &
EUGENIA & DAUGHTER MARIA
BOBROVSKY MARIA &
CHILDREN MIKHAIL & NIKOLAJ
BOCHKOVA EVGENIA &
CHILDREN BORIS & MILANIA
BOGDANOVA PRASKOVIA
BDIKO MARINA
BONDARENKO PRASKOVIA
BONDARENKO IVAN & MARIA &
CHILDREN IVAN & ANASTASIA
BORISKINA ANASTASIA
BREITSHNAIDER ANATOLI
BUHAJ ZOSIA
BUKOVSKI IVAN & ANNA
& DAUGHTERS LIUBOV &
NADEZHDA
BUVAJLIK GRIGORY
CHAIKA SAVA
CHAUN AGRIPPINA & DAUGHTER
GALINA LAPCHINSK AYA
CHEKHOVA LUDMILA &
DAUGHTER NATALIA
CHENTSOVA GALINA & SISTER
VALENTINA
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CHEREMUCHA ANDREI &
ANASTASJA & SON VALENTIN

CHERNETSKI VIKTOR & LIDIA

CHERNOUS FEODOR &
YEKATERINA & CHILDREN
MARIA & ALEKSANDER

CHUMAK PAVEL

DELIKAT ANNA

DERIK MAGDALENA

DI VASILI & ANNA & SON NIKOLAI

DIORDIEV LEONID & OLGA

DOBROVOLSKY ALEKSANDER
& EKATERINA

DOMANSK| MICHAIL & NADEZHDA

DOMANSKI IVAN & PRASKOVIA
& DAUGHTER NADEZHDA

DOWBENKO MICHALINA & JOZEF
& SON JAN

DRACH ANDRON & TATIANA

DUBINSKI JOZEF & MARIA

DUTCHAK PRASKOVIA

DZYWULSKI WASYL & MARIA

EGORICHEVA ALEKSANDRA &
CHILDERN KLAVDIA, TATIANA
& MARIA

FOMINA ANASTASIYA

FURMAN PAVEL & VARVARA

GAEVSKAYA ELENA

GALAGANIUK ULYANA & DAUGHTERS
NADEZHDA & AKULINA

GALAIKO VLADIMIR & ALEXANDRA

GALETA IVAN & DAUGHTER LIDIA

GAVRILOVA ELENA

GAVRILOVA MARIA & DAUGHTER
LUDMILA

GERASIMOVITCH I0SIP &
DAUGHTER NINA

GIRASIMCHIK PAVEL & LUBOV

GLADCHENKO ALEKSANDRA

GLAGOLEV ALEKSEY & TATYANA
& DAUGHTER MARIA

GLOVATSKAYA MARIA

GNATENKO KILINA & ALEKSANDER

GOLENTIUK ANNA

GOLUB MARIA

GONTCHAR DENIS & FEODORA &
CHILDREN IVAN & STEPAN

GONTCHAR MARIA

GORBULSKAYA ANASTASIA

GORTCHAKOV PAVEL & ANTONINA
& CHILDREN ZINAIDA, ANATOLI
& BORIS

GRABOVSKI ANDREI & MARINA

GRIGORIENKO DANILO & DOMINIKIA
& SON VASILI

GRITZENKO POLINA

GRIZENKO TEODOSIA &
DAUGHTERS VERA & NADEZHDA

GROGUL IGNATIJ & VARVARA &
CHILDREN STEFAN & YEVGENIA

GRUZEVICH MARIA & DAUGHTER
ANNA

GUDKOVA NINA

GUTZOL PEOTR

GUZOVATI PROKOP & LIGERA

ILNICKI PEOTR & CHILDREN
MICHAL, FIODOR, STEFAN,
KAROL & KASIA

IVANIUTA ALEKSE| & ANNA

IVASIUK GRIGOR! & ANNA

JAKUBOVSKAYA-FINKEL MARIA

JANUK RODION & SON MIKOLAI

JATSENKO ANATOLI

JATSIUK MICHAL

JOZKIV ANNA

JURKO DUN

KACZEROWSKI IVAN & TANIA

KALENCHUK FEODOR &
DAUGHTER VASYA

KALUTA KONON & ANYA(&

~DAUGHTERS ANNA & MARIA

KARNAUKHOVA ALEKSANDRA

KARPIK ALEXEY & RINA & SONS
IOSIF & STEPAN

KATSUK KLAVDIA

KHIMITCH MOISEI & ANNA

KHMELUK NADEZHDA

KHOMENKO IVAN & PRASKOVIA
& DAUGHTER YEFROSINIA

KIEFCOR IVAN & WIFE & DAUGHTER
OLIMPIA

KINDRAT KIRILO

KIRICHENKO ANNA

KISELEVA SOFIA & DAUGHTER
VALENTINA

KIZIUN PEOTR & OLGA & SON
ANATOLI

KLYMOVSKY-KACZMAR JOHANNA

KOBILNIK ANASTASIYA & SON
TSHESLAV

KOBYSH AFANASI & ULIANA

KOLESNICHENKO ZINAIDA

KOLPAKOVA ELENA

KONDRASHOVA LIDIA & DAUGHTERS
NADEZHDA & MARIA

KONDRATYEV ALEKSANDER

KONDRAYEV IVAN

KONIUCH FILIP & TEKLA
& CHILDREN ALEKSANDER
& ANDREY

KONONOVA MARIA

KONTSEVICH TATYANA

KORBA NIKITA & DARIA

KORBA TEKLA

KORMYLA MICHAIL

KOSTINA-FILIPENKO MARIA

KORNELIUK IVAN & ANNA &
CHILDREN GEORGY| & GALINA

KOSTUKEVICH-SCHMIDT LARISA

KOSTUKEVITCH SERGEI & MARIA
& DAUGHTER GALINA

KOSTYUK-SKOLSKY YEVDOKIA

KOVALCZUK ZOFIA

KOVALENKO DANILA & ANNA &
SON DIMITRI

KOVEBASIUK DARIA

KOZIREV MARIA & ANDRIAN &
DAUGHTER NADEZHDA

KRASNOLUTSKI GORDE! &

AKULINA & CHILDREN VLADIMIR |

& EVGENIA

KRAVCHUK TATIANA

KRAVCHUK GRICH & STEFANINA

KRIVENCHENKO LIDIA

KROPOVENSKI MICHAIL

KUCHERUK DUNIA & 10SIP

KUCHERYAVY! NIKITA &
CHARITINA & CHILDREN
ANTONINA, GALINA & FEODOR

KUCHMI MIKOLAI & OLGA

KULIK MARYNIA

KULYNYCZ STEFANIA

KUT IVAN & MARIA & CHILDREN
STEFANIA & JAROSLAV

KUYAVA ANDREY & YARINA &
SON NIKOLAY

LAVRENIUK MARIA

LEBEDEVA MARIA

LEHKA KAROLA & DAUGHTERS
GALINA, KAZIA & YOSEFA

LEMIZHANSKAYA ZINAIDA

LESHCHUK MARIA

LEVCHUK PAULINA & SISTERS
MARIA & LEONIDA

LEVITSKY EFIM & VALENTINA
& DAUGHTER EVILENA

LIACHOV ANTONINA & SON
VLADIMIR

LIASHUK JARMOL & JUCHIMKA &
DAUGHTER NADEZHDA

LIPER-YAKIMOV BELA-VALENTINA

LISOVSKAYA YARINA

LITAVASKAYA ANNA & CHILDREN
VERA & BORIS

LITOVCHUK TUDOSYI & OLGA

LITVINENKO VALENTINA

LOGATZKY MEFODY & KSENIA &
DAUGHTER DARIA

LOGVINENKO ZINAIDA

LOGVINENKO ANNA

LOPATINSKI VASILY & ANNA

LOPATIUK ANASTASIA

LOZINSKA PELAGEA

LUCHOVITSKAYA ELENA

LUKAVSKYA MARUSIA & SON
JUZEK . A

| LUKIANCHUK OLGA

LUSCHEYEVA ANNA & DAUGHTER
OLGA Fex
LYSIUK EKATERINA

| MALANKIEWICZ IVAN & MARIA .
| MALSKA MARIA (5 o

MARCHUK IVAN S\

MARCHUK VASILY & KATERINA &
DAUGHTER AGAFIA

MARTINIUK_FEDOR & ANTONINA

MARTYNOVSKAYA MARIA &
DAUGHTER VALENTINA

MARTYSCHENKO DARIA =

MARUNEVICH-SHVEN EVGENIA ' |

MARUSCHAK VLADIMIR & USTINIA -
& SON NIKOLAI

{ MASLENIKOV GRIGORI

MASLOV VLADIMIR & SISTER =
EVGENIA

MEDYNSKI OLGA & MIKOLAJ

MELNICHUK ALEKSEI

MELNICZUK MIKHAIL & JELIZAVETA

MELNIK ALEKSANDRA & CHILDREN
VIKTOR & TAISYA

MELNYCHUK EDUARD & HALA

MIASKOWSKI SERGEJ & OLA &
CHILDREN ZORA & HALINA

MICHAILOVA YEVDOKIA &
DAUGHTER ANNA

MIHAILOVSKY VASILY

MOSEIOV IVAN

MOVTCHAN PAVLO & TATIANA

MUT-TALANNAYA MARGARITA

MUZICHENKO GALINA & MICHAIL

MYASNIKOVA ALEKSANDRA

MYKITENKO NIKIFOR &
ALEKSANDRA & SON PAVLO

MYKITKA STEFAN & KASIA

NAGORNY VASILI & MARIA

NAKONIECHNI PIOTR & DAUGHTEFR
TEKLA

NAVOLSKY ANTIN

NAZARENKO MOISEI & LUKERIA
& CHILDREN EFROSINIA,
NADEZHDA & VASILI

NESTIRUK KYRIL & MARTA & SON
POTAP

NESTIRUK GERASIM & NASTYA

NETREBENKO. PAVLO & KHARITINA
& DAUGHTER ANNA

NICHEPORUK OLIANA & DAUGHTER
EKATERINA

NICHEPORUK PAVEL & AFANASIJA

NIKICHUK ZAKHAR & WIFE

NIKICHUK ARTEM & WIFE

NIKICHUK NIKOLAJ & TATIANA

NIKICHUK ANDREJ & ZINA

NIKIFOROVA POLINA

NOSAL OLGA ;

NOVAK ANASTASIA & DAUGHTER
GALINA

OLPINSKAYA FEDORA

| OLSZANECKA OLGA

OMELIANUK STEPAN & MARIA

'] ONUFRICHUK IVAN

ONUFRICHUK DMITRI w8
OSTAPENKO |VAN & MELANYA
OSTROVSKY ALEXE! & SABINA
PAPSUEVA LIDIA

{ PATIUTA MOISEI & ANISYA &

CHILDREN NATALIA, OKSANA,
PRASKOVYA & OLGA
PAWLOWSKI PETRO & BROTHER
IGNAT
PETRICHENKO FEODOR & VERA
PETRIV NIKOLAI & EKATERINA &
DAUGHTER OLGA r
PHILIPPENKO NADEZHDA

| PIETRASH JOSEF

PIGNASTAYA LUDMILA

PIZANTZALI KONSTANTIN &
VARVARA '

POBERETSKI ANDREI & JUSTINA
& SON ANDREI i

POLIANSKAYA NADEZHDA &
DAUGHTER VERA

POLISHCHUK MARUSYA

POLISHCHUK ALEKSANDRA

POLOVINKINA VERA & IVAN

POPELNIUK MITROFAN & NADEZHDA

POVARENKO-TSYPINSKAYA ANNA

PRIHODKO ZINAIDA

PROHOROV NIKOLAI & DAUGHTER
ANNA

PUKAS LUDVIGA

RADAN DEMA & CHILDREN
MATILDA, MARIA & ANATOLI

RADETZKAYA OLGA

RAKOVICZ ALEKSANDER & ELENA

RIBACHOK VARVARA & DAUGHTER
OKSANA

RIBACHOK VIRA

ROGOZHIN ANASTASIYA & EFIM

ROMANCHUK VERA -

ROMANISHIN FEODOR

ROZHKOVSKAYA PRASKOVIA

RUDENKO MARIA

RYABAYA AKULINA

RYBACZUK TIMOFEI & MARIA

SAIK ONUFRIJ & ANNA

SAMOTUGA IVAN & CHARITINA &
CHILDREN MARIA & NINA

SANEVICH ANNA & IVAN & CHILDREN
TATIANA DARIA & PETRO

PAN

JOZEFA & RUDOLF
SEMENIUK NATALY,
SEMENIUK DOMNA
NADEZHDA '
SENKIV MICHAIL & VI
SEREDIUK ONUFRIJ & ZOSIA
SHABLI ANASTASIA & DAUGHTER
KSENIA :
SHATOCHA ALIMA %4
SHEVCHENKD IVAN
SHEVCHUK EVGENIA
SHEVCHUK I0SIF & MARIA & SON
ARKADY
SHEVCHUK KAROLINA & STANISLAV
SHNIATINSKY TARAS :
SIDORCHUK VOLODYMIR & ZOFIA
& SON YOSEF
SIEROCZUK OCHRYM
SIKORSKA KATERINA & DAUGHTER
IRINA
SIVOHINA ZINAIDA & DAUGHTER
TATIANA
SKILSKY! NIKOLAS
SLOBODIUK SIDOR & JUSTINA &
DAUGHTER MARIA
SLOBODYANIK ALEKSEY &
MATRYONA & SON ALEKSANDER
SNIEZKO SAVKA & OLA
SOBOCHEVA MARIA & GENNADY
SOKOLIUK MICHAL & ANNA &
DAUGHTER BAZYLINA
SOKOLOV VLADIMIR
SOKOLOV YURI & MARIA
SOKUR KONDRAT & JARINA
STADNIK DMITRI & LINA
STASIUK KSENIA & IGNAT
STASYUK PAVEL & ANASTASIYA
& DAUGHTER VALENTINA
STEBELSKY PEOTR & KSENIA
& SON VLADIMIR
STECKY BARTOLOMEJ
STEFANIOW DOMINIKA & DAUGHTERS
MIROSLAWA & OKSANA
STEGANTSEVA GALINA
STEK MARKO
STELNIKOVITCH DIMITRI & VERA
STEPANOVA MARIA




CAPTIVES

Ukrainian “Ostarbeiters’” and concentration camp prisoners

Forced labourers

Portrait of “Eastern Worker” in a c carpen-
try shop in a Hanover business

From propaganda to forced de-
portation

The first Ukrainians were enlisted as forced
labour in 1939. They came from Transcarpathia
and Halychyna.

Initially, civilian workers from the occupied USSR
were not intended to be used as labour because
of racial considerations and state security. But
the failure of the “lightening war” forced the de-
cision of the Nazi leadership to use residents
from former Soviet territories for labour.

Large scale use of hired workers from Ukraine
began in 1942 and continued until 1945. The first
echelons were formed from volunteers who had
been duped by Nazi propaganda. In the spring of
1942, the Germans began using police and Weh-
rmacht soldiers to round up the local population.

Residents of occupied Kyiv, who were sent to
forced labour in Germany

¥

Repatriation

After checking and filtration, 58% of former
Ostarbeiters returned to their previous
place of residence in the USSR, 19% of men
were mobilized to the Red Army, another
14% to so-called “labour battalions,” 6.5%
“transferred to the dominion of the NKVD”
(i.e. arrested), and another 2% worked in col-
lection camps or other Soviet military units
abroad.

“Ostarbeiter” Labour Card (1943)

By I SETTRP L R

Exploitation

Forced labourers worked in mining and de-
fence industries, in transport and construction,
in farming and domestic labour. Those from
Ukraine were forced to wear the “OST”
(“East”) badge on their chests signifying that
they were Ostarbeiters (eastern workers). Os-
tarbeiters were settled in special camps under
strict guard, and were isolated in their work
from other workers. They were paid a wage
that was half or a third of that of a German,
and living costs were deducted. Penalties in-
cluded both physical punishment and being
shipped out to penal or concentration camps.

o Ostarbeiters packaging cables, Germany (1942-1944)

J &

Nearly 13.5 million foreigners were employed in Germany and
occupied countries. Nearly 2.5 million of that number came
from the territories of the USSR, the majority from Ukraine.
Approximately 80,000 to 100,000 “Ostarbeiters” died.

More than 20 million people from 30 countries went through the Nazi camps. 3

Nearly 12 million prisoners died, including 2 million children.

Prisoners

Those considered opponents of the Nazi ideology and regime,

criminals and Jews ended up behind barbed wires.

Thousands of Ukrainians were concentration camp prisoners.
The Nazis “marked” most of them as “Soviet,” “Polish” or
“Hungarian” citizens. Only a small number of Ukrainian politi-
cal prisoners, members of the OUN, managed to be registered
as “Ukrainians.” A number of the concentration camp prison-
ers were not registered at all and were immediately sent to the

crematoria.

The better known Ukrainian prisoners included: Omelyan
Kovch - a priest who was imprisoned for saving Jews; libera-
tion movement activists Stepan Bandera and his brothers -
Vasyl and Oleksandr, Oleh Kandyba-Olzhych, Yaroslav Stetsko,

Lev Rebet, Olena Vityk-Vitovych, Dariya Hnatkivska.

The Soviet NKVD political police established its own concentra-
tion camps on the sites of Nazi concentration camps in Aus-

chwitz, Maidanek, Buchenwald and Ravensbruck.

iy 1N R ':.'. -- i
Released children-prisoners of the Auschwitz concentration
camp, showing their camp numbers tattooed on their arms

r - - - i 4 - 2 .
J k:" " Bodies of prisoners found in the territory of a concentration
' Tk camp in Darnytsia
e b g
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Nazi camps in Ukraine

The Nazis operated 367 camps on the ter-
ritory of Ukraine: 2 concentration camps
(Janowska Camp in Lviv and Syrets in
Kyiv), 78 prison and labour camps and
forced labour camps for Jews, 7 prison
and labour camps, 15 forced labour
camps, 23 transit camps and 242 POW
camps.

In Kyiv, the Syrets concentration camp
was operational from the spring of 1942 to
the fall of 1943. More than 25,000 people
were killed in the camp.

The Nazis opened the Janowska concen-
tration camp in Lviv in October 1941, and
shutit down in November 1943. According
to researchers, between 50,000 and
200,000 people were killed there during
this period.

Auschwitz concentration camp prisoners, lib- .
erated by Soviet troops (January 1945)

Bodies of prisoners, killed in the Auschwitz con-
centration camp (January-February 1945)

Concentration camps

The Nazis created 1,634 camps and their
“external commands” (branches) on the
territory of the Third Reich and occupied
lands. The Germans used the camps for
isolation, destruction and exploitation of
prisoners and hostages.

Nazi Germany’s first concentration camp
- Dachau - was established in 1933.
Sachsenhausen  (1936), Buchenwald
(1937), Mauthuasen and the women’s
camp in Ravensbruck (1938) were estab-
lished later.

After the outbreak of the Second World
War, the Nazis created new camps based
on proven methods including Auschwitz,
Majdanek, Sobibor and other concentra-
tion camps on the occupied territory of
Poland.

Musician prisoners in the Janowska concentra-
tion camp performing “The Tango of Death”

Ostarbeiters board wagons heading to work in Germany




WEARING THE ENEMY’S UNIFORM

Ukrainians serving in the armies of the Third Reich and its allies

Ukrainians in Axis armies

Nearly 250,000 Ukrainians fought on the Third Reich’s side. A small number
¥ \ of them were German citizens, like the son of renowned academic Olek-

sandr Puluj or Luftwaffe ace Robert Olejnyk. For others, it was a matter of
complicated personal choices — the wish to liberate their native land or
exact revenge, but most often — purely a means of survival. Additionally,
up to 50,000 Ukrainians served in the armies of Germany’s allies: Romania,
Slovakia, Hungary and Croatia.

Vain expectations

During the interwar period, various Ukrainian political groupings expected
Berlin’s support in the matter of national liberation. The Third Reich was the
only real enemy capable of simultaneously challenging both the USSR and
Poland. The OUN and German military intelligence (Abwehr) came to an agree-
ment on the creation of small military units. The “Bergbauernhilft”
(“Mountain-Peasant’s Help” in German, called “Viyskovi viddily natsionalistiv”
[nationalist military formations] by the Ukrainians] led by Roman Sushko was
organized for the war against Poland in 1939, but the “Sushko Legion” did not
take part in any battles. In June 1941, the “Legion of Ukrainian Nationalists”
(which consisted of the “Nachtigall” and “Roland” Battalions) crossed into
the USSR with the Wehrmacht. After the Nazis refused to recognize the Proc-
lamation Restoring Ukrainian Statehood of June 30, 1941 and began the perse-
cution of Ukrainian nationalists, the OUN(B) went underground and began ; ¥
their battle against the Nazis. ' . '

- . iy
| soldiers of the “Nachtigall” Battalion (1941)
- e

Non-commissioned officer of the Ukrainian Liberation Army
(UWV) - a virtual “Ukrainian army” in the Wehrmacht

3a Camuciilivy Calopuy Boana tlapoaanl
Yupainchky Ikepwasyl Boas Jlwannmil
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“Galicia’” Division

In 1943, the occupational administration of the General
Government of Poland began forming the 14th Division
of the Waffen-SS “Galicia” comprised of Ukrainians. Ini-
tially, volunteers joined the Division and recruitment

: . - T . Hisrenunyi rno6MTEAi BTPaudioTs NI NOTaMM CNYNT. 1x Kuiators yci
drives were accompanied by Ukrainian patriotic manifes- ERDO it ,‘ co! (;20“. ;{1 Bu"?,x‘moﬂ Wl IJ .[:3 1 G ,:l,, i ?ﬂ‘.m-,i?b ¢ ye
tations. The creation of “Galicia” was presented as a con- wenky 6opoTLOy. a2 cnol HanioHaabmi camocriliai nepwar. Lo 06opo-

. . e & 5 HhTH cebe wix napoameol nomcrr, riraepisui 8i cxituory gponry Bimracva-
tinuation of the tradition of the Sich Riflemen who W01h ceol Bifictka Ha 3axiz. Mockenchki iMNEeDINaICTH BWWKOPHCTOBYHOTh
fought against Russia on the side of Austro-Hungary o CHryaubo | 3 REANKUMN XEPTBaWl NPOCYBAIOTHCH BralG Yxpainn.

Mocxopcbki naBOWOSHHKH KPHYaTs, WO BOWN HAyTE LBHIHOXATH® Hawy

twenty-five years earlier. The leadership of OUN(B)
spoke out against the Division’s creation, considering it a
fighting force for foreign interests. In July 1944, the Divi-
sion was surrounded and routed by the Red Army in the
Battle of Brody. “Galicia” was reconstituted soon after;
its soldiers met the end of the war on the Austrian Front.
The Germans demanded that the Division be called “Gali-
cian” but agreed to rename it “Ukrainian” only after
their complete retreat from Ukraine.

semnio, Ane pBech yupaiHchbkuii Hapom noGpe Ssuae, L0 MOCKOBCHEI THO-
Gnreni Hivum Be PI3SHATHCH BI HiMENBbHX.

Yxpaincnkuit napon, axuk posnoyas GopotsGy nportu rivaepisenkol
apipuHA, fyne npoloskysath il | NpGIH MOCKUBCLKNX KATiR, MOKH HC #RO-
Gyne cpoel Camocriwol [lepsden.

DOGPOBLILLUL Br pimaw pasos 3 nimeubxumy eifichkamn Ka
¢pont. Bu xorian sunuwesns imnepiaxicruuyoi Mocken, GinbiuOBHUBKHX
Katis. Bn fimnu na Goporsfy 3 MecKoBebKHMH 3asoilosHMkamu, enogisawo-
YHCb y uidl Gopors6i 3m06yTH BOJMIO, HALIOHAJALRY NEPXRABY i AAS CBOTO
pinoro napony. Ane Bauwi cnonmaaua He 3pilicannnce, llitaepiBCbkum
Karam nortpiGua Gyma auwe Bama kpos, A koxual nposB HAa depwasmy
nesanexmicTb BONM HeWlaJAO BUESPIHIOBaAN, AK § MOCKOBCHKI iMnepisaicTy,

Temep nimui Bincrynaore. fxka x Bama mons? Yn # Bu nosunmi
yrikaty 3 nimuamu? [lizere mo Himeuunmn — Bac kunyts 3a Komoui mpe-
TH | BHMODHATBH 01000M, SK TO Gy10 3 THesgyamy Bawux rvosapuwis — noao-
Headx. Konu nepeifiiere no GinswoBuk!B — Bae uwexae weaunyunii pos
cTpia, B:nouo 1o MocxoBChbKi KaTH eGHBanNH Hapity, iXeHHHAX cBon Komy-
wicTiB i Iiﬂ.ﬂl{pﬂlﬂ.l{x pillcbrOBHX KOHBHJ}HP]B

INOBPOBOJIbLII 3 uiei Baxkoi curyauil Bam € oaun suxin — npo-
nosxysarn 36poiliny 6oporely nporH mockoBchkWX Gani. [lo Bcix ykpalu-
ChKWX 3eMAsgx BeJyrs Tedep GOpoThOy NMpOTH 6inbLWOBKUBKHX 0aBOHOBHH-
Kie saroan Ykpalecexoi [loscramuyoil Apmii. YTIA Bxe 10 micanis repoiy-
HO Gopetbca 3 mivenskHmu 1 GiabmwoBruskumn kartamu. B YI1A e rakox
HalioBaneHl 3aroNM 3i cXiZaux Haponis. TagHM YHHOM TBOPUTHCA MOTYTHIM
npotHGinswopHubkui dponT.

JIOBPOBOJIbLI! [Nepexonbre 3i 36poeto B pyKax A0 yKpaiHcbKHX
noscrannin, Ha sawilfl piamiit semal, pazom 3 ycim repoiMeam, nHNapesbKHA
VEpainchxun sapenom Oynemo GoporTHca p GiabWIOBHIEKHMH  HalaHuKaMi.
Byaemo Goporuca 3a Yupaincexy Camocrifiny [epxaBy i camocrifiui aep-
WMABH yCiXx HapoaiB, AKHX TMOHEBOAMAH MOCKOBCHK! roaosopian.

Y nili Gopors6i nepemora Syme sa Hamu. MocCkoBcbki kath, npocy-
BaloyHc, Ha 3axim, Bce Ginpiue CXOAATH KPOBIO | SHECHMIOIOTHCR. Y Ci noHe-
poneni Mockpow HApPOOH HE XOuyThH BOHOBATH 3a iMTepecn IuneplanicTuv-
mof Mocken. Hapenu €pponn we xouyt i rivaepusmy, ui Giabmosnamy.

Rayonposten Sarig

Lanonnu noem 3apit

Ukr. Schutzmannschaft

Appeal of the UPA to Ukrainians in German service. September 1943
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“Schuma’” and “Hiwi”

P Lack of human resources for waging war and running the occu-
‘ pational administration led the Nazis to rely on the local popu-
BEPHTEP[TBI SEPU} lace and captives. A million Red Army soldiers ended up in

3 “nlupnml"" Bﬂﬂ“ﬂ'" [BlT!I' German POW camps. The Germans started using them and civil-

7 5 ians living in the occupied territories to create local police units
| remember they said “With Schutzmannschaftbattalion) to protect important installations
German hands we’ll destroy and fight the partisans. Police units were organized according to

5 . 1,99 ethnic criteria, e.g. Ukrainian, Lithuanian, and Azerbaijani. Ini-
everythlng that is Bolshevik tially, the role allotted to Ukrainians and representatives of

Excerpt from interrogation of Kateryna Stri- other Soviet citizens in the German army were limited to support
letksa by the NKGB about Ukrainians in the services, but, after a while, there emerged entire “eastern” bat-
Abswehr talions within the Wehrmacht’s structure.

Propaganda leaflets of the UVV, addressed to UPA members

Head of the district police office in the village of Zahir
(Poltava oblast) giving instructions to his subordinates
(December 1942)

utenant Volodymyr Kozak of
the SS “Galicia” Division

Ceodopa Hapogam | Mogwsl!
Cnasa YwpaTul — rleposam Cnasal
3a YwpaTuceny Camoctliny CoGopuy [epmanyl

Fate of Ukrainian military formations
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The Ukrainian liberation movement viewed the USSR and Germany
as enemies. Publications called on Ukrainian youth to not serve the
dsanit : 'uc:,unE”l}al:!lliiqop‘::;:i‘::nri;-[pg:lqﬂn{--ximmam Nepxasinis. Germans, and those Who enIiSted i take their Weapons and IOin

- - the UPA. Meanwhile, the OUN dispatched its own agents to the

1943 Y 11,

o Ukrainian units within the Third Reich. During the war, the Ukrai-

The Germans referred to these sol-
diers as volunteer assistants, com-

AOBEHPYTH CC CTPINEYLHOT AMBI3IT FANHYMHA,
L.

tuenpkl copofn NpUMYCHTE YEPaTHCHKHA eaesedT Kpa-
pasniicH Ba (pontax B im'a iuneplaaictaunax uireh Bepaina,
MawTs cBow ictopio. Bwe samow 1941-42p. crpivasncs mo
uiMebREX NOAKEX HOTH,CTBOpeni 3 ykpaTuuis, saeGiasmoro s
syopamkix nosowennx. Lle npo sax 3soass sragata Titaep y
caoifl npomori 3 26, wsitha 1942p., cTamnawan T Ha nepegoc-
TapAboMY Micui nopys Tatap Ta IHWRAX NOMIMHAX Haponin espo-
peficskore Cxoay. Jnasanocs toal, mo HiMul opEcTYnARTs A0
TROPEHHA AKUXOCE GLABIIHY YR PATHCLKAX - 38 CBOTM CKABAOM - 60-
fiopnx ogsnunk. B roft wac nosewaacs B, Boaeteni® cratmanm,
B o6anyul ogrol womanrsecti®. B wifi 3'acoBamo Gyao crae-
JAeHHR YEPalHCLKOTO HAPOLY AD COPABH TBOPEHHA yEPATHCHKHX
pificerosnx wactun. Byao niggpecaeno, wo Ges ympaTucenol
nep ™ THCBHOrD YPRAY HE MOwe OyTH H yu-
palucenal apuﬁ‘. Te, wo naanyoTs HiMyl — ye ganswui
BMINCH, UMM pa3oM thiznunol chnM Hapoay, ue aansius
HOro HMWEeHHA | CTABNEHHA HAWE A0 ULOrD Yy TOMY BH-
nagsy Mome OyTH TinbKN HETATHBHE.

Qanaue » Tomy uaci— Becnow 1942p. — saxivunnocs
BCE KA KOpoTKOTpHBadoMy wymi. Cupasa 3axTyaaiaysanace
3HoBy B ceponl Mumyaoro poky. B 3axinuifi ¥xpalsl mporoao-

nian soldiers in German formations died in battle, were taken pris-
oner, deserted their posts or joined anti-Hitler forces: the UPA, the
Red partisans and the French Resistance. Others retreated west-
wards with the Wehrmacht. In early 1945, the German leadership
initiated the creation of the Ukrainian National Committee (UNC)
and the Ukrainian National Army (UNA). UNC Head Pavlo Shandruk
strove to gather all of the various Ukrainian formations in Germany
into a unified UNA. Many Soviet citizens who wore German uni-
forms and surrendered to the Western allies during the war were
forcibly repatriated to the USSR where retribution awaited them.
Some of them managed to stay in Western Europe and joined the
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monly by the shortened form
“Hiwi” from (Hilfswilligen - “willing
to help”). Beginning in 1943, the
Ukrainian units were officially con-
sidered part of the Ukrainian Lib-
eration Army (Ukrainian acronym:
UW), although they were never as-
sembled into a unified formation.
The equivalent Russian formation
was the Russian Liberation Army

(ROA) whose nominal commander Baicae of the Ukralrlan

mend HaGip A0 1. a8, Bajupe CC. CopoGa saxindmaacs Kpaxow. was General Andrei Vlasov.
I came uef kpax npruycHs miveubki YMHHNHKE OYKATH HOBHX
maaxis. BilomosuTacs Bia. yKpalwCeKOro BOAKA BOHA He XoTlwm,

THMOLTLL, uwo A& noxasge ripkwil gocsin GlaswosHobkol 3amo-

ranks of post-war Ukrainian emigres. Liberation Army

UPA publication calling people not to join the SS
“Galicia” Division because “without a Ukrainian
state, without a Ukrainian government, there
cannot be a Ukrainian army.”
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Lieutenant-General Pavlo Shandruk,
yupaincskol aemall

S5 el Lalihen duihel durig ommander of the Ukrainian National

the Battle of Brody (July 1944)

Ukrainian Auxiliary Police in Stryi
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Recruits to the SS “Galicia” Division before leav-
ing on their trains, Lviv (1943)




AVENGERS OR SABOTEURS?

Soviet Partisans in Ukraine

Leadership of the partisan units Zahar Bohatyr, Aleksander Sa- el
burov, Ivan Borodachiv

What were Soviet partisans fighting for?

Soviet special services and the Communist Party formed units of partisans to fight
the enemy behind the front line. They included emissaries from Soviet command,
local residents and Red Army soldiers who ended up in the occupied territories.
Most of the units were under the command of the Ukrainian Staff of the Partisan
Movement (known by the Ukrainian acronym “U.Sh.P.R.”). The Soviet partisans
fought against the occupational administration and armies, conducted raids deep
into enemy-held territory, spread disorganization in the German rear and conduct-
ed diversionary activities and intelligence gathering.

Oleksiy Fedorov, partisan commander pg = O [Reichskommissariat ™ I 5 = o /.*' :
(19420r1943) : A Ostland m? < () o Y USSR p
¢ L%Z IS i n O R L
Partisan Commanders R A PPN ) Ay e daay]
Timofey Strokach, commander of the UShPR, member of the Soviet secret police, B ) R ; : T },Enemmwf"rf:-" < " Rerritories &
from October 1940 Deputy People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs of the UkrSSR, and -;U . mﬁ_, " _1{ / ® Ny 2 :_
after the war in 1945-1946 was the Minister of Internal Affairs of the UkrSSR. - & ca b S —L 4. i tamr sm®) with Gefman Iu A
Aleksandr Saburov, partisan commander, served in the NKVD prior to the L s e e military) "‘
Sydir Kovpak (right), commander of Sumy partisan units German-Soviet War, from 1943 Major General of the NKVD Armed Forces. LAk b : 5 L e ,/
and his commissar Semyon Rudniev (1942 or 1943) 2 o % of Galicia ) Ay -~ (
hJ B A Termpil® - Prostusiy administration
Mikhail Naumov, commander of the partisan cavalry grouping, served as a N . g Cad
border guard officer prior to the German-Soviet War and after the war from 1953 to [ Ctenin € [ s Pusie T ok :
1960, served as Head of the Armed Forces of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the __ "'-J-nsnm'é“fi:‘\,i i g S m,..,,b;.}\""\\
N =
Oleksiy Fedorov, commander of the partisan group in Chernihiv, at the start of o 4V ROMANIA | \x“} o
the German-Soviet War was the First Secretary of the Chernihiv Oblast Committee of MNP B \“—\\ \ -;\-.\ cmmu‘j L e L8
the Communist Party (Bolshevik) of Ukraine, after the war was head of various oblast ' — 1\ ° 9 o =
committees of the Communist Party (Bolshevik) of Ukraine and later the Communist AAAA ronmoe - -..\"'\"’7
Party of Ukraine, was a minister in the UkrSSR government. ——— SEA .
P oF Azov LT
Sydir Kovpak, Commander of the Sumy partisan group and later Commander of i e _ :_F:-,/ :
the 1st Ukrainian Partisan Division of the USSR, participated in the war against the TP e e AN /'/ ten &, O S “{-\_—:_"_"___'
e Ukrainian National Republic (1918-1919), prior to the German-Soviet War headed vari- o Fe e Nm,';;\,,kq‘ — S
The leaders of the Soviet partisan movement in Ukraine, Gener- ous Soviet structures, from 1944 member of the Supreme Court of the UkrSSR, from Horgary O newums BLACK ™ g SEA TN »
.S Fecoleenliong Lincey ot ohachi Byl KoVpdk 1947 Deputy Head of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the UkrSSR.

War for destruction

In areas occupied by the enemy, partisan units must be
formed ... to combat enemy units... to blow up bridges
and roads, damage telephone and telegraph lines, set
fire to forests, stores and means of transportation... In
case of a forced retreat of Red Army units, not a single
pound of grain should be left for the enemy... Collective
farmers should drive off all their cattle and turn over
their grain to the safe keeping of the state authorities
for transportation to therear.... All grain and fuel which
cannot be removed must be destroyed.

Excerpt from a speech by Joseph Stalin, July 3, 1941

Destroy and burn to the ground all populated places to
the rear of the German armies at a distance of 40 to 60
km deep from the front and 20 to 30 kilometres to the
right and left of roadways. To destroy the populated
places in the described radius immediately dispatch the
air force, widely employ artillery and mortar fire, supply
bottles filled with flammable substances, grenades and
explosives to scouts, skiers and partisan diversionary
groups.

Excerpt from Order N204028 “On the destruction of populated points
near the front,” November 17, 1941

Soviet partisans marching

Pillaging, looting, banditry

The German [must have] strongly pinched Saburov, for
many men from his unit are still not accounted for. Some
of the injured... he threw to the enemy, buried the artil-
lery into the ground. He has a lot of power, but little
brains. ... His unit is similar to a gang. Men run away from
his unit the first chance they have, like they run away from
the Germans. Plunder has no limits.

Excerpt from a letter by I. Syromolotny, representative of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party (Bolshevik) of Ukraine, to UShPR
Commander T. Strokach, January 27, 1943

We have precise facts: there have been incidents of loot-
ing, rape, execution of the innocent by your units, which
discredits the partisans. Use measures to stop this. Con-
firm receipt.

Radiogram Ne 3931 from T. Strokach to the Poltava Partisan Group
Command, July 15, 1943

—

Sydir Kovpak’s partisans during their Carpathian Raid .«
in western Ukraine (1943)

e=

Oleksiy Fedorov’s Chernihiv-Volyn partisans at the beginning
of their Volyn Raid (1943)
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Partisan Terror

The resisting policemen, starostas [elders], burgermeisters are well
“taught” prior to being executed. Fedorov’s partisans were singular
in their extreme brutality. | was a witness to policemen being
beaten bloody, cut with knives, the hair on their heads burnt, tied by
the feet, lassoed and dragged by horse through the forest, scalded
with hot tea, their sexual organs mutilated.

Excerpt from a report prepared by writer Mykola Sheremet to the First Secretary of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party (Bolshevik) of Ukraine Nikita Khrush-
chev, May 13, 1943
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4 Sydir Kovpak, commander of the Sumy partisans meeting with villagers in Galicia
, during the Carpathian Raid in western Ukraine (1943)

Partisans against the Ukrainian liberation movement

To Major General Vershihora... Given your division’s combat experi-
ence, it will not be disbanded, but transferred to the command of the
NKVD UkrSSR to combat German-Ukrainian nationalist gangs. | wish
you further success in battle. Khrushchev.

Radiogram N° 991 (1944) from Nikita Khrushchev to the Commander of the Partisan Di-
vision Petro Vershihora

In January 1943, redeploy Ukrainian partisan unit from the territory
of the Russian SFSR and Belarusian SSR to Ukraine [to] conduct sev-
eral operations to break down the police and “nationalist” forma-
tions of the enemy on the territory of the Ukrainian SSR.

Excerpt from Operational Plan prepared by the Head of the Partisan Movement’s
Central Headquarters, Panteleimon Ponomarenko, January 15, 1943

Partisans crossing a river

| Oleksiy Fedorov’s Chernihiv-Volyn partisans during a political-information session



Andriy Melnyk (1890-1964)

1850
1945

Stepan Bandera (1909-1959)

Yaroslav Stetsko (1912-1986)

The Nationalists’ two strategies

FOR AN INDEPENDENT UKRAINE

The Ukrainian liberation movement in 1940-1942

Founded in 1929, the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) fought for the cre-
ation of an independent state. When OUN established its network of underground
branches throughout western Ukraine, its primary activities took aim against the
Polish regime. But when these lands were annexed by the USSR, the OUN came face
to face with its main enemy — the Communist regime.

In 1940, the organization split into two parts: OUN(M) led by Andriy Melnyk and
OUN(B) led by Stepan Bandera. The representatives of the younger generation, most
of whom were united under OUN(B), did not reject possible cooperation with the Ger-
mans against the Soviet Union, professed a revolutionary approach. Their strategy
was to organize an anti-Soviet armed uprising, the immediate creation of Ukrainian
governmental state structures and the formation of a Ukrainian army. The establish-
ment of the Ukrainian State was supposed to become a fait accompli for the Germans
who were expected to accept and respect it. The OUN(M), on the other hand, remem-
bering the experience of the First World War, viewed independence as a result of co-

operation with their main ally — Germany.

Celebrating the Act of Ukrainian State Restoration
(summer 1941)

Celebrating the Act of Ukrainian State Restoration (summer 1941)

Restoration of Ukrainian
Statehood

Immediately after the Third Reich attacked the
USSR, on June 30, 1941, the OUN(B) seized strategic
objects in Lviv and issued the Proclamation Restor-
ing Ukrainian Statehood, formed a government -
Ukrainian State Government (known by the Ukrai-
nian acronym “UDP”’) and began building the Ukrai-
nian National Revolutionary Army (UNRA). This all
came as a surprise to the German occupiers. German
plans did not include the existence of an indepen-
dent Ukraine. The Nazis arrested the OUN(B) leader
Stepan Bandera on July 5, 1941, and UDP Head Yaro-
slav Stetsko on July 9 and a slew of other leading
members of the OUN(B). They were kept behind
bars of the Sachsenhausen concentration camp to
the end of 1944. In July and August 1941, the occupi-
ers dispersed the military and local self-government
structures created by the OUN and began the mass
arrest of its activists on September 15. By the end of
the year, some 1,500 OUN(B) members had been im-
prisoned by the Third Reich’s security services.
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|. Boaeww Ykpaincbkoro mapoay. Opramisauln Haulosaaic-
ds nia nposogom Crenasa BAHIEPH nporosowye crasopenss
yxpaimxoi Hepwanu, 38 AKY NOKAAAN ROV roaosy uiai nokoald-

HafkpawHx cunls Yxpainn.
r Opranisauin Yxpaincsxkux Haulouaaicris, axa niz npomoaom
F Teopun fi Bowaa Esrena KOHOBAJIbLIA seaa 8 octammix ae-
cariaiTTAX KPHBABOTO MOCKOBCHKO-GOABIIEBIULKOrO MNOHEBOACHHA
38387y OGopoTefy 3a caoGoay, s3ansae Bpecs yKpalHChRHA Hapia
We ckaacTit 36pol TaK A08ro, AOKH Ha BCIX YKpalHCBKHX 3EMAAX He
Gyae creopena Cysepensa Nkpaincska Baaaa.

Cypepetina ¥Yxpaincexa Baaga sonesuuts YKpalHChbKOMY Ha-
poiosl Aad | NOPRAOK, BCECTOPOHHIN po3syTok yCix floro cua Ta
3:chOKOEHA BEIX floro moTpe6.

2. Ha 3axianux 3semanx Ykpalun TBOputscs Ykpainchka Baa-

YKPAIHCbKOI IEPYKABH

Aa, AKa MifMOpAAKYeTsCA ykpalucexomy Hauionaasnomy ¥paiosi,
wo creopurben y croauul Yrpaiun — KHIBL

3. Hoeononctawua Ykpainceka nepmana 6yae TicHo cnipaia-
1y 3 Hauionaa-Couisaictuunon Beauxow Himeyynnow, uwio nia
nposojom ceofioro Bowaa Azoaspa TIT/IEPA teopute Homitd
naa s Esponi | B caitl 18 nonomarse Ykpaiucokomy Hapoaosi aua-
BOAHTHCA 3 NIAMOCKOBCLKOT OKynauii.

¥Yxpaluceka Haulonanbha Pesoaonifina Apmis, wo TBOpHTHCR
Ha yKkpaiHchkiA sesal, GopoTumersca Aaaswe 3 COIO3HOIO HI-
MEUBLKOIO APMIEID npoTi mockomcbkoi oxkynauil 3s Cysepen-
ny CoGopuy [epwany | HoBufi aazx y uiaomy csiri.

Xan wuse Vpainceka Cysepenna CoGopua [lepwasa! Naf
wupe Opraniaauin Yepaiucesuy Haulowaaicris! Xan wuse nposia-
uuk Oprauizaull Yxpaincukux vauionsaicrie it Yipalscsxoro Hapo-
CTEMAH BAHIEPA!

CJABA YKPAIHI!

Text of the “Act of June 30” with which OUN(B) declared an independent Ukrainian state

Ivan Klymiv, member of OUN(B) Directorate,
summer 1941, organized the Ukrainian Na-
tional Revolutionary Army (UNRA) which was
planned to become the Armed Forces of a
newed Ukrainian state

It’s been established beyond doubt,
that the Bandera movement is prepar-
ing an uprising in Reichskommissariat
(Ukraine) with a goal of creating an in-
dependent Ukraine. All functionaries
(activists) of the Bandera movement
should be immediately arrested and
after rigorous interrogation should be
secretly executed as looters.

Einsatzkommando Order C/5 from November 25, 1941 Document from mate-
rials of the Nuremberg Tribunal

Cayxait; yrpaincbkuil Hapoae!

Mocksa nae nHakasu OYH!

Growing resistance

The OUN spent all of 1942 waging an under-
ground war against the Nazi occupiers. As of
March 20, reports filed by the SD (Nazi security
service) about the Ukrainian nationalists were
entitled “Ukrainian resistance movement.” But
the occupational regime’s brutality showed that
methods of underground battle were not
enough. In Volyn and Polissya, locals began orga-
nizing themselves into self-defence units against
the occupying forces. In late 1942 and early 1943,
the time had come for an armed uprising against
the invaders. From October to December 1942,
the Military Section of the OUN Directorate de-
veloped a plan to create an insurgent army
which it launched in Volyn.

Wl /g ‘-'.'-'55-"‘.‘

Taras Borovets - “Taras Bulba”, Otaman of the Polissian Sich
from 1941-1942. One of the organizers of the insurgent struggle

The insurgency... We had to launch the insurgency, and it
wasn’t too early as some have said, but already too late. We
had to for two reasons...On the one hand, the number of ota-
manchyks [war lords], like Bulba-Borovets, began to grow;
on the other hand the red partisans began spreading through
the land... Also, before we launched the insurgency, the Ger-
mans would destroy villages en masse... This led to masses of
people running into the forests seeking safety... So we had to
organize these people in the forests ... There is also the
moral reason. Voices asked “Where is the leadership? Why
isn’t it issuing orders to fight the Germans?” etc. Now we’ve
shut these windbags’ mouths and made the revolution a

common cause.

Excerpt from Vasyl Makar (“Siromanets”) OUN Security Service report in the Northwestern Ukrainian lands

3 taflunx naxasis i sxa3iBok, U0 MONAAY HAM B PYKH, BHAHO
o Kpemaisceki WHAM cToATH Yy 3B'Aaky 3 O¥YH, axa- niGuto BoioE
npoTH 5011!:15{‘.'.!“3"“"-

B npossm OYH cuisve areHted Mocknw, wo oTpimyQTs 1 BH-
KOHYIOTH HAKAsH KpoBowanHoro Cranina i Horo WUAIBCHKHX ONphHY:
nukis, B 7tix raflumx Hawasax, wo ckopo GyayTs onyGalkosanl,
OYH osnauyersca ax HanloHaAbHO 3aMackopaHa GogbmienHnsKa 60€BA
qacruna’ Bona mae sasxanms ninGypiosaTh yupuTucﬁuﬂﬁ HapoR npo-
T ulMeuskoro npasaiass R TBOPHTH Xaoc B 3aniaai.

OYH e suapsgnam wudiscexoro Goaswennamy, Ham e simomi
rakos ¢xosuuta | memypari THx BopoxoGuux exementis OYH. Mu
aukeso npopinunikie tex Gamx, BoHR Ha yTpumanui Mocksm.
Yxpaincokuii Hapone!

Yn xouem Tu, mo6 Tebe ary6uan ul Goaswesnkn | Haulonaab-
o samacionapl aroelpunkn? ‘n xodew Tu Gyt rapMaTriM M'acom
Toord shutuéi, sopbra? 4 :

jSn xouem Tw THM COpHYHHATH 3HHweHHs TBoro Hapory Ha
Boanp? . ¢

uno-Goaswesnam, no Gasurs ceifi kineus, npoGye me pas

sineynyth cooio sarnGeas Teoew seaukoio nomiuyio i Teoeid kpor’o.

Hu Tu xouew Gyru sanseunngoM? Yu xouew, wob Tsoi win-
kH, aith, Teoa monons i crapui cranm meprsolo o3sipianx nonefi?

3rapaii crpawcaanua B myxn, axi Tsii wapon mycls tepnith
nonan 20 ait. 3ragail nomopjoBaHux GarbKiB i CHHIB!
llpuragaii minionu rpomanss i rpomajasHoK, BHBe3e-
HHX B cubipchki crenu! 3ragait 3raubOGJeHHX i mo-
Mopropandx cBameHuxie!  3ragalt  3aMmeHi uep-
HOBHI Maeiku i KYJbTypHi AiEAOCTI! Binpencu nix csolx

soporis! O¥YH wue wmowe Hikoam sacrynaTh HauloHanawbHi IHTepecw
yKpalHCeKOTO Hapomy.

O¥H i GoapiueBH3M — le OKHO, TOMY MycCATh BoHH Oyry
3HReni!

HiMeuore ynpasainua.

43/7/624.

German leaflet discrediting the OUN

Germans shooting UPA soldiers, captured during a battle
near the village of Nedilna

in Volyn in 1941-1943
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FOR UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE

Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA)

We are for the complete liberation of the Ukrai-
nian people from the Muscovite-Bolshevik and
German yokes, for the building of a Ukrainian In-
dependent Sovereign State without masters,
overlords and capitalists, without Bolshevik
commissars, NKVD agents and [Communist]
Party parasites. The highest responsibility for
the government of the Ukrainian state will be
the people’s well-being.

“What is the UPA fighting for?” leaflet, August 1943

The UPA’s origins

UPA units began being formed in January 1943 under the command of Volyn Military Section
leader Vasyl Ivakhiv—“Som.” In the winter and spring, these units largely operated indepen-
dent of one another, but by May they were united into larger groups (called First, Southern,
etc.) comprised of more than 500 people. The development of the insurgent army’s organiza-
tional structure continued to the end of the year. In August, the groups were replaced by
“Voyenni Okruhy” (military districts, known by their Ukrainian acronym “VO”") whose bound-
aries essentially corresponded to existing oblast boundaries: VO “Turiv” (Volynska oblast.),
VO “Zahrava” (northern Rivnenska oblast), VO “Bohun” (southern Rivnenska oblast, north-
ern Ternopilska oblast), and VO “Tyutyunnyk” (Zhytomyrska oblast). The UPA’s first Com-
mander Vasyl Ivakhiv and Chief of Staff Julian Kovalsky (“Harpun”) died in battle with the Ger-
mans on May 13, 1943. Their baton passed to Dmytro Klyachkivsky (“Klym Savur”) and Ukrai-
nian National Republic Army Lieutenant Colonel Leonid Stupnycky (“Honcharenko™).

In July 1943, the OUN(B) Leadership began forming insurgent units in Halychyna under the
name of Ukrainian National Self-Defence (known by its Ukrainian acronym UNS). Command
of the UNS, which was primarily active in the Carpathian Mountains, was assumed by Olek-
sandr Lutsky (“Andriyenko’). In December 1943, the UPA was fundamentally reorganized.
The units in Volyn became UPA-North and the UNS became UPA-West. UPA-South also
merged with an operational area that included raiding units in Kamianets-Podilsky, Vinnytsia
oblast and parts of the Kyiv oblast. Roman Shukhevych (“Taras Chuprynka”) became UPA

Roman Shukhevych - “Taras Chuprynka” (1907-1950),
UPA Chief Commander (1943-1950)
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Territorial Structure of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army

Vasyl Ivakhiv - “Som" (1908-1943), first
UPA commander. Died in a battle with
the Germans on May 13, 1943

Hryhoriy Perehiniak
(1908-1943), organized the first
UPA company. Died in battle with

the Germans on February 22, 1943

Commander-in-Chief and Oleksa Hasyn (“Chornota’) became the Chief of Staff.

ag Croning,

Battling the Nazis

i 30 Cysoposo,
iF adtilihnepa The UPA opened the anti-German front on February 7, 1943 with an
attack on German headquarters in Volodymyrtsia in Rivne oblast.
The standoff with the Nazis lasted until the middle of 1944. In April
1943, occupational government officials reported that a national
anti-German revolt is taking place in Volyn. The Nazis gave the task of
crushing the insurgent movement to their most brutal punishers:
Erich von dem Bach, commander of anti-partisan warfare in the east
and Adolf Priitzmann, SS-Obergruppenfiihrer and Police General in
Ukraine. The UPA’s constant attacks on the economic infrastructure
of the Reichskommissariat “Ukraine” in Volyn resulted in the
German’s loss of 75% arable land, 76% grain supplies and 78% of
horned cattle. Through the efforts of the UPA and the OUN under-
ground, the number of people shipped out as forced labour in 1943
was 5 times lower compared to the previous year (43,000 Ostarbeit-
ers). The UPA’s anti-Nazi campaign engulfed Halychyna in the
middle of the summer in 1943. On October 10, the occupiers were
forced to introduce a state of emergency in Halychyna, including the
execution of prisoners as a response to insurgent attacks. From July
6 to 16, 1944, several UPA kurens (battalions) commanded by Vasyl
Andrusiak (“Rizun”) engaged German and Hungarian forces in the
insurgents’ largest battle for Mount Lopata in Lviv oblast. The
enemy lost between 200 and 400 soldiers.
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The losses incurred by the Nazis and their allies at the hands of the
UPA are estimated to range from 12,000 to 18,000 according to dif-
ferent sources.

Vladimir Chermoshentsev

Fleeing famine, Vladimir Chermoshentsev and his
mother moved from the Volga region in Russia to
Crimea. In 1942, the Germans shipped the 15-year old
boy to the concentration camp in the city of Dubno,
Volyn oblast. The prisoners of that camp were freed by
the UPA in early 1943. Chermoshentsev became an aid
to Lieutenant Yuri Chuykovsky (“Yurke”) and took
part in battles against the Germans, Vlasov’s troops,
Soviet partisans and NKVD units. He was captured by
the Soviets in 1944 and mercilessly tortured. He spent
7 years in a logging camp in Vyatsk oblast in Russia and
later returned to Bakhchysarai in Crimea. When
Crimea was occupied by Russia in 2014, Chermoshent-
sev, an ethnic Russian, said that he had received death
threats. He moved to Ternopil and proudly refers to
himself as a “Crimean Banderite.”

EaSY -
Vasyl Andrusiak - “Rizun” (1915-1946), com-
mander in the Battle of Mount Lopata

Nil Khasevych - “Bey-Zot" (1905-1952), graph-
ic artist, illustrator for underground publica-
tions, UPA’s award-winning graphic artist

Vladimir Chermoshentsev

Albert Hasenbroekx

_ _ Underground Parliament
In order to break through the informational blockade of

Germany and the USSR about the liberation movement,
the OUN created a radio station which operated from
October 1943 to April 1945. Radio “Aphrodita” or “Vil'na
Ukrayina” (Free Ukraine) as the station was called in the
underground, broadcast programming in Ukrainian,
Russian, English, French and German. The English and
French language texts were read by Belgian Albert
Hasenbroekx. He came to Rivne in Volyn oblast as a
forced labourer, but fled from the Germans and joined
the Ukrainian insurgents. The radio station was de-
stroyed by the Soviets on April 7, 1945 in the village of
Yamelnytsia, Lviv oblast. Hasenbroekx was captured by
the Soviets and spent 8 years in the camps. He returned
to Belgium in the spring of 1953.

In July 1944, the Ukrainian Supreme
Liberation Council (known by its Ukrai-
nian acronym UHVR) was created to
unite various political forces that were
fighting for independence. This under-
ground parliament of Ukraine was
headed by former member of the
revolutionary parliament of the Ukrai-
nian National Republic Kyrylo Osmak
from Poltava oblast.

N - - . '

Ten Dutch officers who in early 1944 escaptéd a German POW camp and joined the
UPA which helped them get to Hungary

Albert Hasenbroekx
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UPA soldiers in Kosiv region, 1947 =
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BURNED ALIVE

Koryukivka Massacre
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Prewar photographs of victims of the Koryukivka tragedy

Lidice

Oradour-sur-Glane 320 Kalavryta
642 677
Piréiupis
119
Figures under settlements’ names are numbers of victims Audrini e
The area of the squares is proportionate to number of victims 200 6700

Nazi punitive operations: civilian massacres as revenge

Soviet partisans in Chernihiv
oblast

Ruins of Koryukivka (1947)

ke - ! _ S ’ _ -. Between 1941 and 1944’ NaZl ex- In February 1943, the red partisan group com-
1 ecutioners, German Armed Forces manded by Oleksiy Fedorov returned to Cherni-

hiv oblast from Bryansk oblast in Russia and set

and thel'r a”"es destroyed 670 pop_ up base in the Koryukiv Forest. The partisans

gathered produce from the villagers and began

u’atl'on Centers, homes of 50’000 operations against the occupiers. In retribu-

tion, the Nazis torched the villages of Huta-

civilians in 16 oblasts Of Ukraine S;cudl;enetska, Tykhonovych and part of Pere-
elyuby
and crimea. On the last night of February, the partisans,

acting on orders of deputy commander Mykola
Popudrenko, destroyed the occupational
German-Hungarian garrison in Koryukivka, . .
freed the prisoners who were family members 25 o m i R
of Soviet partisans and local activists (97 Hanna Tykhonivska holds a bowl with the burnt re-

people according to official reports, between mains of 36 victims - her family and neighbours,
37 and 50 according to memoirs). whom she buried after the destruction of Koryukiv-

ka. Gravesite survey (2012)

Nazi revenge

In response to the partisan operation, the staff
commander of the 39g9th Main Field Command
based in the city of Konotop, Sumy oblast,
Bruno Franz Beier ordered the destruction of
Koryukivka. The punitive operation’s goal: “re-
venge and terror”.
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N The Nazi punitive detachment arrived in Ko-
\ﬁ ryukivka in the morning of March 1, 1943. The
town was surrounded, and all the residents
were herded into large buildings in groups of
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g Clter omade Fhe. conere pireers 50-100 people and executed. The largest
o s s o number - up to 500 — was killed in the restau-
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T N R S i A rant in the town center on that day. Simultane-
i S LRSS s ta R sl - e ously, a dozen automobiles carrying execution-
ok : ; ers strafed the houses and outlying areas of Ko-
i A ’ . apys . .
Catarden omoava gé . ; ryukivka, killing people in their homes and the
Excerpt from the personal diary of the deputy commander of the G B \' {M" o~ ‘SR anes streets. The town was set to flame. The opera- o
Chernihiv partisan units Mykola Popudrenko, with no mention of the & e oyl tion continued the following day and a week Yevhen Rymar, who survived the Nazi shooting of 1
Aolyikivng Gdgens (9_43) Fighting order for the partisans to defeat the occupa- later, on March 9, the executioners returned to St L fepatoxkat pus i phicre sty

et : % f 7 s
. tional garrison in Koryukivka (26 February 1943) burn whatever remained and kill the survivors.
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. Prewar photbgraphs of victims of the Koryukivka tragedy

Where were the partisans?

During the Nazi punitive operation, some 3,000 to
5,000 Soviet partisans of Fedorov’s group were lo-
cated 15 km from Koryukivka. They did not come to
help and protect the residents from the 300 to 500
executioners. Soviet partisan patrols were only 3 ki-
lometres away from the town the Nazis had sen-
tenced to death.

Deputy commander of the Chernihiv
partisan units Mykola Popudrenko

Koryukivka ruins (1947)




A WAR WITHIN A WAR

The Polish-Ukrainian conflict

The conflict between Ukrainians and Poles had deep historical roots. After the First

World War, that conflict manifested itself in a war between the Polish State and the We stand for mending Polish-Ukraini- We understand and value the Strug'
Western Ukrainian National Republic. War for the areas wnich Ukrain.ians caIIeF! their an re,atl'ons at the current iuncture Of g’e Of the Ukrai’ni’an peop,e for the

western lands and Poles considered their eastern territories ended in 1919 with the

Ukrainians’ defeat and the inclusion of these areas into Poland. But Ukrainians contin- internationa’ aﬂal'rs and wdar on the Creatl.on Of an independent Ukraine.
d their fight for defendi heir civic, political, ional and cul | rights. Th ) o

et took roany forms . froms politice to i armesd underground. purng e second  platform of independent states and  But we, nevertheless, realize that we
World War, the conflict took the form of brutal armed warfare that became a war recogr"'ti'on Of the r,’ght of the Ukra"_ wl‘" not Cede the edstern ,ands Of the
within a war between the Ukrainian and Polish underground movements. . . . . . .

nian people to rule the western Ukrai-  Polish Republic, in which the Poles
Positions of the sides to the conflict nian lands. At the same time, we con-  have lived side-by-side with the Ukrai-
For the Polish underground, the “status quo antebellum” was the basis of their poli- t'nue to Combat ChGUVln,StIC atti' nians for ages’ and to Wthh the
tics: renewal of the Polish Republic’s pre-war borders. The activists of the Ukrainian lib- tudes among the PO’eS and thel‘r ap_ PO”Sh peop’e’ over the course Of

eration movement considered western Ukrainian lands to be an integral part of the

future Ukrainian state. Neither side was willing to abandon their positions, so all talks petites Vl.s—(‘]-Vl.S western Ukral.nl.an Clges, have mdde a g'.gantic con tribU"'

conducted between 1941 and 1944 ended in failure. o . e eofe .

The lack of success in the political resolution of the issues pushed both sides towards ,ands' tlon to 'ts Civi "Zat,on and economy'

military solutions that turned into bloody warfare. Excerpt from “Resolutions of the OUN’s 3rd Conference,” 1943 Excerpt from “Appeal of the Political Representation of the Polish people to
Ukrainians,” 1943

Home Armv d:vrsron in front of the burning Ukramran wHage of Sahryn (9 March 1944)
e o C il s B VT T P RNl o i F ORI LR

We need to make it so that the Pole Wl”
i want to kill the Ukrainian when he
Actors in the war The war that began with small-scale conflicts and isolated killings near Chelm in the

The main players in the armed conflict were the military meets h'm) and for the Ukra'nlan to latter half of 1942 began to gain momentum in 1943. In the winter of that year it
arms of both underground movements: the Ukrainian Insur- burn W,’th des"re to kl'” the PO,e When he spread to Volyn and, a few months later, to Halychyna. News about the conflict

gent Army (UPA) and the Polish Home Army (AK). = spread to the different regions and this led to escalation: emotionally-charged, ex-
e T e T sees h]m — aggerated news about victims in one area stoked the flames of conflict in another.

flict as the absence or presence of civilians in the disputed Reichskommissar Erich Koch Prior to the Germans’ retreat from western Ukraine, in the first half of 1944, the
territories would play a decisive role in determining to what Polish underground launched Operation “Burza” [“Storm”] to demonstrate its con-
country they belonged to after the war. But the Ukrainian trol over these lands. Ukrainian insurgents attempted to prevent this, and as a
and Polish civilian population were not only victims of result long-lasting battles were fought in various areas between the underground
enemy attacks, but were sometimes direct participants and armies of the UPA and AK which ended only after the Soviet-German front moved
even initiators of attacks. At times, the conflict took on the westward.

character of a peasant war or “jacquerie” (particularly in
Volyn in 1943) in which political issues played a secondary
role. The conditions of guerilla warfare and society’s general
demoralization during a world war created additional oppor-
tunities for war crimes committed by both sides of the con-
flict.

Bloody domino effect

In late 1944 and early 1945, the bloody domino effect of conflict spread to the pri-
marily Ukrainian areas of Nadsyannya (along the San River) and Lemkivshchyna
that once again became part of Poland after the Nazis had been chased out. This
territory (called “Zakerzonnya” by the UPA, the lands west of the Curzon Line in
Poland) became the last arena of conflict between the Ukrainian and Polish under-
grounds and, with time, the place where they found agreement. In the spring of
1945, the two movements agreed to a ceasefire and even cooperated in some
battles. The best known example of this cooperation is the joint UPA-AK attack on
the town of Hrubeshiv (Hrubieszow in Polish) that was held by Soviet and Polish
communist forces in May 1946.

A major role in fuelling the conflict was played by third par-
ties who were interested in weakening Ukrainian and Polish
national movements: initially these were the German occupi-
ers and red partisans, and eventually the Soviet regime.

Corpses of Ukr ainian victims of Poilsh underground at- &

tacks, village of Verkhovyna (6 June 1945) After a peace agreement was reached with the AK, the UPA’s main opponent in

these lands became the military and administrative structures of the Polish com-
munist regime which had initiated the mass deportation of Ukrainians to Soviet
Ukraine. The insurgents destroyed infrastructure, attacked the Polish Army’s
bases and support services in order to prevent deportation. In the spring of 1947,
an UPA ambush killed the Polish Deputy Minister of Defense Karol Swierczewski.
G 1 vl et His death gave rise to calls for “definitively resolving the Ukrainian issue” on the

territory of post-War Poland.
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Corpses of Polish victims of an insurgent attack near the B

town of Rava-Ruska (16 June 1944) Report on anti-Ukrainian actions in March 1944

UPA medic bandaging a wounded Polish soldier. Near Prze-
mysl, (winter 1947)

Operation “Wisla” - the

last chord of war A war without victors

All the territories contested in the
conflict ended up under commu-
nist occupation. Thus ended the
bloody Polish-Ukrainian war that
the leaders of both people’s na-
tional movements had failed to
avoid and which neither side man-
aged to win. The communist to-
talitarian regime took advantage
of the standoff between Ukraini-
ans and Poles and strengthened
its rule over both peoples for de-
cades to come.

Operation “Wisla” (named after the Polish
Vistula River) was launched on April 28,
1947. It entailed the mass deportation of
nearly 150,000 Ukrainians from their native
lands to areas of northwestern Poland. The
decision to launch the operation was likely
made in consultation with Soviet leaders.
UPA battles with the Polish Army ended in
the summer of 1947. The leaders of the
Ukrainian liberation movement were forced
to end its battle for these lands as there
were no Ukrainians left. Surviving insurgent
units were dispatched westward into
Europe to break through the informational
blockade, or went east across the Polish-
Soviet border to join the UPA units that con-
ntinued to fight in Soviet Ukraine.
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A burning Ukrainian village, Chelm region (March 1944)
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CHASING OUT THE NAZIS

The Red Army’s Four Ukrainian Fronts

Left-Bank Ukraine

Chasing the Nazi occupiers out of Ukraine
began in the winter of 1942-43.

On December 18, 1942, the Red Army took its
first Ukrainian village: Pivnivka in Luhansk
oblast. From January to March 1943, Soviet
Armed Forces nearly made it all the way to
the Dnipro River, but were unable to build
upon its victories as the Wehrmacht went on
the counterattack and forced the enemy back
east.

That summer, the Red Army renewed its of-
fensive. Between July and September 1943,
the Red Army forced Wehrmacht units out of
Left Bank Ukraine beyond the Dnipro River.
During their retreat, the German forces, just
like the Red Army two years earlier, employed

the “scorched earth” tactic. : ey e e - . g L A 4 Retreating German troops destroy a rail-
: et : way, Donbas (September 1943)
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Black infantry

The offensive required human resources, so Soviet command created field military commissariats and initi-
ated the total mobilization of Ukrainians. Most conscripts were boys who had reached military service age
during the Nazi occupation, the elderly and soldiers who were captured by the Germans in 1941 and had re-
turned home. Without adequate military training, these new recruits were used as “cannon fodder,” for the
communist regime considered everyone on Nazi-occupied territories to be traitors. They were often sent into
battle without arms (1 rifle for 5 to 10 people) and wearing civilian clothing. That is how they earned the nick-
names: “pidzhachky” (jackets), “chornozhupannyky” (black gowns), “chornobushlatnyky” (black wool

Dni;i.wpetrovsk !

.'E Zaporizhia

coats), but mostly they were called “chornosvytnyky” (black coats) and, finally “chorna pikhota” (black infan- s N il Astlr:f :“o
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By October 10, 1943, nine thousand 16 and 17 year-old conscripts that had been mobilized in Chernihiv, Kyiv 5;;':::::;“1“ NovorosshE ~J :JrfDI::sGaenrdman . : = se;';”;:’:_/. Nmmssw.sfl\__. Krasnodar |
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Battle formations on the territory of Ukraine in November 1942-August 1943

‘-'-ﬁ- Battle formations on the territory of Ukraine in September 1943-November 1944
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The Battle of the Dnipro

One of the bloodiest battles of the Second World War took place along a 750 km front from September to December
1943. Soviet army losses counted in the hundreds of thousands of killed and wounded.

On October 20, 1943, all of the various Red Army formations that were engaged in battle on the territory of Ukraine
were organized into four Ukrainian Fronts. They consisted primarily of Ukrainians who were conscripted as the Red
Army moved west. Between February 1943 and October 1944, the ranks of the Red Army grew by nearly 3.7 million sol-
diers from Ukraine.

Stalin ordered the Red Army to take Kyiv by November 7 at all costs — the anniversary of the Bolshevik’s October Revo-
lution - and Soviet command threw all available forces into battle with utter disregard for any losses. Kyiv was liberated
on November 6, 1943, at a cost of at least 380,000 soldiers’ lives. This number included approximately 250,000 to
270,000 forcibly conscripted “black shirts”.

Crossing the Dnipro along the Bukryn Bridgehead (September 1943) Preparing for the Dnipro River crossing (October 1943)
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. " Squad of recruits, 1st Ukrainian Front, Sumy oblast (September 1943)
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Many civilians who’ve been mobilized in Ukraine have
died in battle. They call them, | believe, “black shirts”.
They go to war wearing clothes from home, without
any preparation, like those serving in penal battalions.
People look at them like convicts.

Oleksandr Dovzhenko, “Diary”, December 28, 1943

The “black infantry” is on the |Frlrrml st
roads of the Poltava oblast en SR S ¢ S5 -

route to the front. That is
what they called conscripted
villagers who had not yet re-
ceived their army clothes. But
the spirit of this infantry was
beyond praise. They go on the
attack like lions. They die, if
necessary, but in their agony
take one more step forward.

Yuri Yanovsky, “Shlyakh viyny” propaganda piece, November : ; &> PRV Y B o Crossing the Dnipro (1943)
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Soviet rocket launchers near Lviv
(June 1944)

Right Bank Ukraine

The Red Army began the year of 1943 with a series of nine sequential offensive opera-
tions in Right Bank Ukraine and in Crimea. The Wehrmacht incurred heavy losses and
retreated from all positions along the front. Particularly hellish were the battles
around Korsun, Kovel, Ternopil, Kamianets-Podilsky and Sevastopol. By May 1944, the
German Armed Forces were fully dislodged from Right Bank Ukraine and Crimea.

The next series of powerful blows against Wehrmacht positions were struck by the
Red Army in the summer and fall of 1944. A tragic page of these events were the
battles fought in the so-called “Brody Pocket” where Ukrainians from the “Galicia” Di-
vision and the 1st Ukrainian Front fought against one another. The Germans were
unable to stop the Soviet advance and by November had left Ukraine’s borders.

After the Nazi occupiers were chased out of Ukraine, the Soviet totalitarian regime
was re-established. Because of its important contribution and colossal sacrifices,
Ukraine became one of the founding countries of the United Nations, but there was no
room in the new world order for Ukraine as an independent state.

Soviet troops crossing the Liutizh bridgehead (October 1943)




THE OTHER FRONTS

Ukrainians in the ranks of other armies

For France’s freedom

Some 6,000 Ukrainians defended France against Nazi
aggression in the ranks of the Foreign Legion. After
Prime Minister Henri Pétain’s capitulation in June
1940, the resistance movement began to spread.
Ukrainians from everywhere fought on the side of the
French partisans. They included representatives of the
pre-war emigration, for example unit commander Osip
Krukovsky. They also included Soviet POWs and de-
serters from army units in German service. Red Army
soldier Vasyl Poryk formed his own partisan unit. Cana-
dian pilot Peter Dmytruk became a partisan after his
plane was downed in the skies over the occupied
country. Both Poryk and Dmytruk died heroically for
France’s freedom. Entire units of Ukrainian policemen
who were deployed by the Germans to fight the parti-
sans defected to the side of resistance forces. In 1944,
two partisan battalions were formed from their
number. They were named after Ukrainian national
poet Taras Shevchenko and Ukrainian Cossack leader
lvan Bohun.

Memorial put up by Ukrainians in the Foreign
Legion (1940)
B i ! > 11
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Vaysl Poryk - Red Army soldier
and French partisan

Portrait of Peter Dmytruk on his tomb
in Les Martres-de-Veyre, France

Modern memorial in the municipality of Peynier in
honour of Ukrainians in the Foreign Legion

American Diaspora

ceived state honours.

during the war.

visit their historical homeland.

Ukrainian communities in the Diaspora strove to prove their loyalty to their countries of
residence. The largest number of Ukrainians abroad fought in the armed forces of the
USA: nearly 80,000. They fought against both Germany and Japan. Alex Diachenko, Nich-
olas Minue, Theodore Kalakuka and many other American army servicemen have re-

More than 35,000 Ukrainians fought in the Canadian armed forces under British Supreme
Command. Canadian-Ukrainians even had their own chaplains: Orthodox Semen Savchuk
and Greek-Catholic Mykhailo Horoshok. Bohdan Panchuk, a participant of the Normandy
invasion, organized the Union of Ukrainian Canadian Soldiers in the United Kingdom

After the victory over Nazism, the Ukrainian soldiers did not get an opportunity to even

llied t;oops in N.ormandy (Summer 1944)
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On the Allies’ side

The majority of Ukrainians fought in the war on the side of the
Allies. In addition to the Polish and Soviet armies, they served
under American, British, French and flags of other countries in
the coalition. In the fall of 1939, the émigré president of the
Ukrainian National Republic Andriy Livytsky, located in German-
occupied Warsaw, transferred his credentials to Vyacheslav Pro-
okopovych in Paris. The heirs of the Ukrainian National Republic
officially stated that in this war they stand on the side of France,
Great Britain and Poland

Ukrainians fought in Polish and Czechoslovak armies even after
these countries had been occupied by the Third Reich. As part of
the Second Polish Corps they gained renown in the battles for
Monte Cassino in Italy. For example, Volodymyr Yaniv was
awarded the Virtuti Militari. Polish air force pilots of Ukrainian
origin George Salsky and Michael Oparenko flew in the British
Royal Air Force after being evacuated from Poland. Many Ukrai-
nians from the Transcarpathian region of Ukraine fought in
Czechoslovak units on the side of the USSR. Hero of the Soviet
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Gordon Bohdan Panchuk - founder of Ukrai- Michael Oparenko in his Royal Officer of the Canadian Women’s
nian Canadian Servicemen's Association Air Force uniform Army Corps Anna Crapleve

Joseph Romanow, Canadian
h i ¥, . pilot. Subsequently, the first
Ivan Dutko, US Army soldier. Died ? oA Ukrainian-Canadian General in

ship was named after him

in Italy gy the Canadian Armed Forces

U.S. President Harry Truman awarding Master-Sergeant Nicholas Oresko the Medal of Honour (30 October 1945)
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Punished people

. A\ - Crimean Tatar volunteer in
! X ‘ A 3 the Wehrmacht dancing
] e on the southern coast of
Red Army POWs at the assembly point near Crimea (Summer 1942)
Sevastopol (Autumn 1941)
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minov. Between past and present

The motorized columns did not go right up to the settlements, but
stayed at the road junctions while detachments of special troops en-
circled villages. Their orders were to allow the inhabitants an hour
and a half to get ready, but political officers cut this down, sometimes
to as little as forty minutes, to get it over with more quickly and be on
time at the assembly point — and so that richer pickings would be
lying around for the detachment of the task force to be left behind in
the village. Hardened villages like Ozenbash, near Lake Biyuk, had to
be burned to the ground. The motorized columns took the Tatars to

Deserters? Collaborators?

The Nazis were chased out of the Crimea by May 12,
1944, and a week later the Soviet government began
the deportation of the Crimean Tatars, accusing them
of mass desertion at the beginning of the war and
mass collaboration during occupation.

Similar accusations were later leveled against other
peoples of Crimea.

Soviet propaganda created and supported the myth
of 20,000 deserters” from among the Crimean Tatar
Red Army soldiers. In reality, the total number of
Crimean conscripts during the entire war was less

than 25,000, and in 1946, 9,000 Crimean Tatars were | oA 2 - the stations, and there they went on waiting in their trains for days
demobilized from the Red Army. When the 51st Army S« " Romanian soldiers search a peasant cart in Crimea oys . .
was routed in Crimea in 1941, conscripts of all nation- e (Autumn 1942) _ . on end, Wal'lng, and singing mournfu, songs Of farewe”.

A

alities, not only the Crimean Tatars, fled its ranks. Five
Crimeans were recognized as Heroes of the Soviet
Union for their deeds in battle and pilot Amet-khan
Sultan was twice awarded this medal.

Alexander Solzhenitsyn, “GULAG Archipelago”

i Red Army soldiers seem to be captured on the
= street of Kerch (Summer 1942)

Siirgiin (Deportation)

Soviet propaganda stressed the Crimean Tatar’s
“complete cooperation with the enemy.” It claimed
that “nearly all adults” collaborated with the Nazis.
But tallies show that the maximum number of Crime-
an collaborators did not exceed 15,000 to 16,000 per-
sons or 6.5% to 7% of the population. Indeed, every na-
tionality that came under German occupation cooper-
ated with the Germans in one form or another.

Despite these false accusations, the first wave of deporta-
tion of Crimean Tatars began on May 18 to 20, 1944. In two
days, more than 190,000 persons were sent to special settle-
ments and another 6,000 to the GULAG network of Soviet
concentration camps.

The second wave of deportations came on June 27. More
than 3,000 Crimean Tatars and more than 40,000 Bulgar-
ians, Armenians, Greeks, Turks and Roma were exiled. The
Crimean Tatars, including soldiers and officers who left the
Red Army after the war, were also exiled, despite their
combat service.

Crimea’s traditional cultural diversity completely disap-
peared as a result of the deportations. In order to destroy
even the memory of the Crimean Tatars, nearly 1,000 Crime-
an Tatar place names were renamed. In 1946, Crimea was re-
organized from an autonomous republic into a regular
oblast.
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Crimean Tatar refugees leaving the war zone in the
mountainous Crimea (Summer 1942)

German soldiers on rest leave in a Crimean Tatar 2l o) it O e el P S Fy o8 3 AT In d new p|ace
farmstead (Summer 1942 2 - Sakey B A :
The majority of the deportees were settled in Central Asia. In the first

half-year, more than 30% of Crimean Tatars died due to the brutal re-

settlement and absence of normal living conditions in their new
Soviet “iustice” places of residence.

People did not have the right to freely leave the special settlements
The Crimean Tatars and other deported peoples were allowed to leave the special settlements from and the heads of families had to report to the militia once a month.
1954 to 1956. In 1967, the charge of mass collaboration was dropped and in 1989 their deportation Escape attempts were punished with lifelong exile and 20 years of Fev— Hq T—
was recognized as a crime, but the deportees were still not allowed to return to their homeland. forced labour. Crimean Tatar, twice S
Their return only began after Ukraine became independent. Fd H3m of the Soviet Union [

1945,

_:."‘_ Y&suf Kddr;ov,' Kdradijskj regibn, Uzbekistbn,

“Lenin’s Path” state farm (1945)
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Gilsum Kataki (Seferova) and her chil- the

dren in a logging camp, Urals (1949)
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In Central Asia picking cotton, left: Mustafa Abldzov (photographer), Ablékim ibraimov (from
the village of Koz), Ferit Abdullayev, Memet Emciyev (from the village of Taraktash)
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THE UNDEFEATED

The war after the war
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From April 21 to 27, 1944, some 3,000-4,000 UPA soldiers, from the UPA-North and il i, t “
UPA-South military districts, were surrounded by NKVD forces numbering between PG Uy = )

Location of mass grave of 28 soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 222th
Regiment of the NKVD Border Guards, killed in battle with the UPA
brigade “Pomst Bazar” near the village of Belin, Belarus (22 No-
vember 1944)

15,000 and 30,000 soldiers, according to various reports, outside the village of Hurby
on the border of the Rivne and Ternopil oblasts. At a cost of 400 dead, the insurgents
were able to break out and avoid complete destruction. This battle between the UPA
and the NKVD’s Internal Army was the largest in the history of their conflict. It
showed the Soviet regime that it is not fighting some chaotic “gangs” but was up
against an organized and motivated military force.

In1944 and 1945, the UPA conducted nearly 6,600 anti-Soviet actions. The totalitarian
regime responded with nearly 40,000 punitive operations. According to Soviet docu-
ments, the losses numbered 7,000-8,000 insurgents and nearly 5,000 on the Soviet
side.

Vaysl Kuk (1913-2007), Supreme UPA commander Mykola Svystun - “Yasen” (1912-1944), one of the
-1954) UPA commanders in the Hurby Battle
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“The Great Raid”’

After Communist Poland had deported the Ukrai-
nians out of Trans-Curzonia in 1947, the UPA’s
struggle in these lands lost its purpose. Some of
the companies crossed the border into the
UkrSSR, while the “Burlaky,” “Brodych” and “Hro-
menko” companies took a course to Western
Europe with the goal of telling the free world
about the Ukrainians’ war for liberation.
“Hromenko’s” Company traversed 1,500 kilome-

UPA main /ﬁm‘HWuanlan ~ ehe tres and fought battles, but arrived whole in
activity area _——Kaliningfad R“SS;M" S,BR\\@‘H”‘“S i 8 LT German Bavaria. The remaining companies dis-
—// GranskS7 =TT ?—R —5\\ ,* i S (¢ .{' persed into smaller groups and incurred losses in
Vot T Minskg N L skirmishes with the Czechoslovak army. The Ukrai-

gGrodnu X Mogilev i

nian insurgents’ appearance in Western Europe
provided irrefutable proof that the struggle forin-
dependence was continuing in Ukrainian lands.
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UPA’s forergn rast

The war continues Mykhailo Duda . “Hromenko”, UPA

company commander (1912-1950)

In order to imitate legitimacy, the Soviet government decided to hold ~ The underground’s social base also came under attack: by 1953, JAOBIIKA _
“elections” to the USSR’s Supreme Soviet in Western Ukraine while it ~ more than 200,000 people were deported, primarily family mem- e WY e IS A ¥ >
was still engulfed in an insurgent war. In order to accomplish this, the  bers and sympathizers of the OUN and UPA. gy R P " i | rlnsurgents in front ofa bunker
regime stationed a garrison in every Western Ukrainian community  |n |ate 1949, the liberation movement went completely under- COBEPWEHHO CEKPETHO : ]
between January and April 1946, (230,000 soldiers in total), to pre-  ground. In September, UPA Commander-in-Chief Roman R S A
vent people from aiding the insurgents. This operation became Shukhevych announced the demobilization of the last regular c.,.:;,;‘.::;";‘;ﬁ",;;;‘:ﬁ}fﬂ:fg::’m
known as the “Great Blockade” and resulted in the death of nearly  zrmy units.
5,000 UPA soldiers. . , I W 1N s

From then on, an armed underground operated in Ukraine. The Ve e Tt 9405 4507 7523 11083
Significant human losses (40-60%) led to a change in tactics. In those  network focused on counteracting collectivization, anti-Soviet Sanopmano Gauzuros u mpou 98641 126758 25277 250676
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areas where the liberation movement was most depleted, insurgent  agitation, assassination of representatives of the administration, - 185250 252153 38957 476360

units were disbanded and methods of conspiratorial-underground  communist activists and military officials, sabotage and other di-
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struggle were adopted. Small groups of insurgents would attack gov-  yersionary operations. After Shukhevych was killed in 1950, the

V6rreamm 1 nponapmemd 1675 1072 236 2083

ernment structures and sabotage communication lines. In this way  Jiberation movement was headed by the experienced conspira- Vureso Gamawrnposmn. 3287 3421 601 7309
: i o Hamm noteps yOuTHME
the underground prevented the regime from becoming established  tor Colonel Vasyl Kuk, who was only captured four years later. ¥ nponaBmHMH 5869 7395 864
Haparo eguumy, opyxus 28346 40791 13389 8

on the local level. A
The last known armed skirmish between the underground and
MHHUCTP BHYTPEHHWX nes

The Soviets recognized that military methods were ineffective, so  sgviet forces took place on April 14, 1960 in the Ternopil oblast. 25 v 1946 Vipannckoii CCP T. CTPOKAY
Man roga

they instead made intelligence operations a priority. Groups of NKVD ; ; . wo: 3am. Hay c
y .. & ‘p . P y P According to Soviet archival documents, between 1944 and 1953, - O TRk
agents and captive insurgents disguised as UPA members hunted un- ; Konix. Mawunonuc.
; oy UPA and underground OUN forces were engaged in 14,500 LIATOY: ®. 1.— On. 23.— Cnp. 2967.— Apx. 25.
derground commanders and leaders, terrorized and plundered civil- Lattias that taok the lives of 56,600 Soviet soldiers and cost the
ian targets in order to discredit the insurgent movement. . . 3% e dan e e U b D
lives of 150,000 insurgents. against Ukrainian nationalists
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Military Remembrance Day near the village of Yabluniv (31 August 1944)
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A WORLD DIVIDED IN TWO

The end of World War Il
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Soviet and American soldiers ce!eb.r.atfng"theh:victory over the Nazis (April
1945)
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The “Big Three” in Yalta (February 1945)

Meeting on the Elbe
Yalta Conference

From the fall of 1944 to the spring of 1945, the Red Army con-
ducted a series of strategic offensive operations that ended
with the routing of German armies in Eastern and Central

On the eve of the Third Reich’s demise, the “Big Three” leaders, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, Joseph Stalin and Winston Churchill met in Yalta from Febru-

ary 4 to 11, 1945 for a conference. As a result of the agreements reached here o = | TYRRHENIAN ™ Europe. Simultaneously, Allied forces landed in Normandy and
and later in Potsdam, Europe was divided into two parts: the democratic, liberal ; - igT=Ea 2 o launched an attack against the Germans in Western Europe. On
West and the communist, totalitarian East. MEDITERRANE, , ooem —g T April 25, 1945, the armies of the 1st Ukrainian Front met up with
gz aai o ...;.,:m*’ g Y iy : m D.,.WL units of the 1st US Army near the town of Torgau on the Elbe

Postwar Europe (1945-1949) : grErRia River in Germany.

3 — - e

2 ] ,

/i . i ' | Delegation of the Uk.SF;R at the inaugural méetin rof the UN & B~ - - Meeting of soldiers of the 1st Ukrainian Front and the
ino;;itgignks near the Reichstag in . = o f ’ 3 g g of ; i ; i L 1st American Army on the Elbe River (April 1945)

Battle of Berlin and Germany’s surrender Battles in the Far East
The armies of the 1st Ukrainian Front took part in the battles that On April 5, 1945, the Soviet government de-
were supposed to end the war in Europe. Despite huge losses, on nounced the non-aggression pact it had signed
May 2, 1945, Soviet forces stormed and took Berlin. Fighting was par- with Japan on April 13, 1941. Then on August 8
ticularly intense in battles for the city center and the Reichstag, from and 9, 1945, three Soviet Fronts, including the
which Soviet soldiers hung dozens of flags as a symbol of victory, in- Trans-Baikal Front (in which Ukrainians were
cluding the flag that would later become designated as the Flag of nearly half of the armed personnel - soldiers
Victory. This flag was installed on the Reichstag by a group command- from the former 2nd Ukrainian Front) attacked
ed by Ukrainian Oleksiy Berest. Japanese forces in Manchuria. Another 40,000
_ On May 7, 1945, the protocol for the unconditional surrender of soldiers that had been mobilized between Feb-
5 ‘ German Armed Forces was signed in Reims, France, and on May 8, ruary and August of that year in Ukraine were
\ 1945 the signing ceremony of the Act of Unconditional Surrender was also. dispatched there. On August 17, 1945,
@ G ";_i , signed in the Berlin district of Karlshorst. World War Two ended in Soviet forces broke through enemy defences
£ ~ , : £ : Europe. an th;’ﬁe'days later the Japanese began to lay
Oleksiy Berest ' ‘ ‘:'] o Eelrarms:

Flag over lwo Jima The Atomic Era

American airplanes dropped two atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki on
August 6 and 9, 1945 respectively. Over
100,000 people were killed, 400,000 were
injured. Large areas became zones of radio-
active pollution. That put an end to Japa-

Fierce battles between American and Japa-
nese forces in the Pacific Ocean theatre were
fought in early 1945. Their epicentre were the
islands of Iwo Jima and Okinawa. On February
23, 1945, six marines raised the American flag
on Mount Suribachi on the island of Iwo Jima.
The most senior soldier among them in terms

Japan’s surrender

On September 2, 1945, after six years of hellish
battles, the Second World War officially came to an
end when the Japanese Instrument of Surrender was
signed aboard the USS “Missouri” in Tokyo Bay. On
behalf of the USSR, it was signed by Lieutenant Gen-

of rank was United States Marine Corps Ser- nese military appetites. Among the hun- eral Kuzma Derevyanko, a Ukrainian from near Uman P &
geant Michael Strank — a Ukrainian from the QIss wWelte mrownRd SsaUeMicsWio pak who represented the Soviet Supreme Commander in £ 3 /Jl
Pryashiv (Presov) region. ticipated in the creation of the Atomic the Far East. Thus, another Ukrainian had a hand in ‘; iy

Bomb was an American with Ukrainian
roots, George Kistiakowsky, director of the
Explosives Research Library in Los Alamos.

g (2

ending the terrible war.

George Kistiakowsky

Lieutenant-General  Kuzma
Derevyanko

\ '.. .j,'r}- ¥ o i SRR S i o 4 3 - ( 1

United States Marine Corps Sergeant Michael Strank

Raising the American flag on Iwo Jima (23 February 1945)
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IN A FOREIGN LAND

Refugees and Displaced Persons in Western Europe

-~ “a W
Ukrainians aboard the USS “General Blatchfor:
traveling to the USA (July 1950)

Those who refused to return

At war’s end, nearly 20 million foreigners ended up in Germany and Austria. More
than 2 million were Ukrainians — “ostarbeiters” (forced laborers) or refugees fleeing
the advancing Red Army. Many found themselves in the Soviet zone of occupation
and most were soon repatriated to the Soviet Union, where exile, imprisonment and
even execution awaited many of them. Many thousands refused to be repatriated
and tried to stay in the West using all available means. Their status was complicated
by the fact that during the Yalta Conference, the Allies gave in to Stalin’s demand to
hand over all Soviet citizens located on the territories they controlled. This demand
was met in the first months after the end of the war. The forced removal of Soviet
citizens was typically applied to those who wore a German uniform during the war.
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Cover of the Ukrainian edition of George
Orwell’s “Animal Farm” addressed to “dis-
placed persons” that was translated and
published by Ukrainians in Germany in 1947

Cover of Ivan Bahryanny’s pamphlet
“Why | don’t want to go ‘Home’”

I will return to my native land with millions
of my brothers and sisters, who are here in
Europe and there in concentration camps
in Siberia, when the totalitarian bloody
Bolshevik system is wiped out like that of
Hitler. When the NKVD follows the Gesta-
po, when the red fascism disappears as
German fascism has disappeared.

Ivan Bahryanny, “Why | don’t want to go ‘Home
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Ukrainian immigrant-artist Jacques Hnizdovsky (1915-1985) beside
his painting “Displaced Persons” (1948)
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Petrov-Domon-
tovych. Prominent Ukrai-
nian writer and scientist, im-
migrant. In 1949 disap-
peared under mysterious cir-
cumstances in  Munich.
Later, he resurfaced in the
USSR, which suggests he
may have been a Soviet spy.

Ukrainian

Ulas Samchuk, prominent
writer, immigrant. Author of the daily
“Planet DP” (pre-war photo)

A new life

In 1947, Western countries begin opening their borders to residents of the DP
camps. While the International Refugee Organization was the primary international
organizational committee to deal with displaced persons and refugees, the Ukrai-
nian Diaspora’s efforts to help with resettlement were coordinated through the Cen-
tral Ukrainian Relief Bureau.

Thanks to the efforts of the USA, Canada and Great Britain, the resettlement of
Ukrainians occurred quickly, and thousands left occupied Germany to begin a new
life abroad. In these countries they formed a new base of the Ukrainian Diaspora,
bringing with them their own organizations, culture, political orientations and
knowledge. Nevertheless, even living in their own homes, many Ukrainians had to
regularly register with the local police force as displaced persons, refugees and for-
eign nationals.

With no opportunity to return to their native Ukrainian land, they started re-creating
elements of their homeland far away from it. The activities of the émigré organiza-
tions played a decisive role in promoting the Ukrainian cause in the world during the
Cold War, and then in 1991 in ensuring international recognition of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence.

Ukrainian theatrical troupe in a DP camp
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Displaced Persons’ Camps

Those who managed to avoid repatriation found themselves in
so-called DP camps (Displaced Persons’ Camps) scattered across
Germany and Austria. The majority of Ukrainians lived there with
their entire families. There were also POW camps in those coun-
tries and in Italy, where nearly 10,000 former soldiers of the
“Halychyna” Division ended up. In the second half of the 1940s,
the DP camp population was joined by the UPA insurgents who
had managed to break through the “Iron Curtain.”

Ukrainians were quick to form self-governing bodies and cre-
ated cultural, economic and youth associations. Plast and the
Ukrainian Youth Association (SUM) provided camp youths with
an opportunity to assemble and adapt to the new environment.
In the DP camps, there were 70 kindergartens, 102 primary
schools, 30 secondary schools, 43 professional-technical insti-
tutes and 2 universities. Theatrical troupes, debating clubs, vet-
erans’ associations, arts groups (choirs, dancing ensembles),
sports clubs, women’s organizations, professional and commer-
cial unions (doctors, engineers, tailors, etc.), cooperatives and
law enforcement (refugees were not subject to German law en-
forcement) - all this was quickly organized in the camps.

The DP community published magazines, newspapers and trans-
lations from English, like George Orwell’s novel “Animal Farm.”
Life continued in the DP camps: weddings, births, communions
and funerals. Active were political parties and national liberation
organizations that maintained ties with the anti-Soviet under-
ground in Ukraine. The Soviet Union also had its own network of
agents in the DP camps.

The population was relatively young: 75% were between 18 and
35 years old. Nearly half of the youth were members of one of
the organizations. 60% of the adult population were members of
at least one of these organizations, and 70% of women were
members of women’s unions. In total, there were nearly
200,000 Ukrainians in these camps.

Displaced Persons (DP) camp in Mittenwald, Ger-
many (1948)
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THE PRICE OF WAR

Ukraine’s contribution and losses

Fedir Havrysh Anastasiy Havrysh

Paraskevia Havrysh’s five sons and one war

Paraskevia Havrysh, a woman with old Cossack roots, a widow, mother of five sons for whom she waited to see back from the
war after six long years. The eldest three, Ivan, Pavlo and Fedir, were mobilized in 1939.

The first to go was Ivan - he disappeared in the autumn of 1941, during the defence of Sevastopol.

In 1943, her two youngest sons were mobilized into the “black infantry”. Anatoly died almost immediately. Anastasiy made it to
Poland but perished near Ostrolensk. In the autumn of 1943, Pavlo took part in one of the war’s biggest battles — the Battle for

Paraskevia Havrysh

the Dnipro. He went through hell and earned the Hero’s Star. Fedir survived too, although he nearly froze to death in Finland in

1940, and later “liberated” Lithuania. He finally made it to Berlin where he wrote two words on the walls of the Reichstag: “We

won!”

Ukrainians in the armies of the Second World War (approx.)

Allies

-0 351 000

more than 6 000 000

in Soviet Army

more than 100 000

in UPA

120 000

in Polish Army

80 000

in USA Army

more than 45 000

in British and Canadian Armies

more than 6 000

in French Army

AXxis states

+300 000

250 000

in Third Reich

50000

in armies of allies of Germany
(Hungary, Slovakia, Romania, Croatia)

“Top 5” countries in terms of population loss (% of total population)

3% 13%
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| Ukraine [ c v o iand
19% 8,5%

15 million
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People mourn their family members executed by the
Nazis in Bagerov Yar, Kerch (January 1942)

v

o
S- pany e
e P
AT o S
HIN Ll
ra

14 million

7 million
8 million

Killed
in armed 2,8 million 5,2 million
conflict Military and Civilians
insurgents

(including POWs)

2,4 million
Birth loss

10,4 million

Combined demographic losses
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Pavlo Havrysh

Major events

March 15, 1939 — Declaration of Independence by Carpatho-Ukraine
March 16, 1939 — Occupation of Carpatho-Ukraine by Hungarian Armed Forces

August 23, 1939 - Signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact that allowed Hitler and Stalin to
divide Europe and start the Second World War

September 1, 1939 - German invasion of Poland, first bombings of Lviv; the beginning of the
Second World War for Ukrainians

September 17, 1939 — The Soviet Union, in agreement with Berlin, occupies and later annexes
western Ukraine

June 28, 1940 - Soviet occupation and annexation of Bessarabia and Northern Bukovyna

June 22, 1941 — The Third Reich attacks the USSR, transforming Ukraine into the largest
battlefield between two totalitarian regimes in the world

June 30, 1941 — Declaration Restoring Ukrainian Statehood in Lviv
September 19, 1941 — Germans take Kyiv

September 29, 1941 — Mass executions of Jews by Nazis begin in Babi Yar
July 22, 1942 - The Nazis occupy all of Ukraine

October 14, 1942 — Symbolic date for the creation of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) - the
only armed force that fought for Ukrainian independence during the Second World War

December 18, 1942 — The campaign to chase Nazi occupiers out of Ukraine begins
August 24, 1943 — The “Battle for the Dnipro” begins
May 18, 1944 — Deportation of Crimean Tatars from Crimea

July 11, 1944 - Creation of the Ukrainian Supreme Liberation Council (UHVR) - the highest
political body of the wartime Ukrainian underground

November 23, 1944 — The completion of the campaign to chase Nazi occupiers out of Ukraine

April 25, 1945 — The Conference of United Nations convenes in San Francisco and adopts the
Charter of the Organization of the United Nations

May 8, 1945 — Germany'’s capitulation, end of the Second World War in Europe

September 2, 1945 - Japan’s surrender, end of the Second World War in Asia

Ukraine’s losses

285 blnuax
- $100 bInuso

B 40% of total Soviet losses

P Y 5600 bridges

700 o
M 28 000 villages and collective farms

i ot gt
16 000 industrial enterprises

Laii
ﬂ 18 000 resicai facities

Eéﬂ 33 000 educational institutions

320 000 households
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