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Bazhan O., Zolotariov V. Death Penalties in The Times
of Great Terror in Kharkiv Region: Statistics,

Procedure and The Staff of The Executive Team

Purposes of the research are following: to analyze the peculiarities of the use
of the supreme penalty to the «enemies of the people» in the Kharkiv
region; to find out the moral and legal aspects of the procedure of
deprivation of human life during the Stalinist repressions; show the facts
of looting of the Kharkiv regional NKVD office employees. Co-authors
used archival materials and published sources to reach these goals.

Methodology and methods. Anthropological and prosopographic principles
became the leading ones for research. Authors also used the set of gen-
eral scientific and unique historical methods. Among them are historical
and legal; formal and legal (in the analysis of the procedure for adoption
by the investigative bodies of decisions on the application of measures
to ensure criminal proceedings); statistical and sociological methods (in
the study of personal affairs of employees of state security bodies in-
volved in the procedure of physical destruction of criminal and «politi-
cal» criminals); modeling method (for reconstruction of the execution
ritual, which prevailed in the Kharkiv regional NKVD office in the 1930”s).

Conclusions. Executing the death penalty according to the court sentence or
extrajudicial or military authorities in the Stalinist era was a state secret.

Today in the national archive researchers haven’t yet discovered the
documents (special instructions or instructions) that govern the proce-
dure for executing death sentences. The authors found that the execu-
tions of «enemies of the people» in 1937–1938 in the administrative
centre of Kharkiv region were carried out in the basement of the Inter-
nal Prison Corps of the NKVD regional office and executed by a firing
squad. This team consisted of Commandant, Chief, and Prison Warden
# 1. The lack of control over executors resulted in numerous abuses of
«regular torturers». In particular, they were the beating, the abuse of
persons sentenced to a higher degree of punishment, the appropriation
of their personal belongings.

Key words: death penalty, the Great terror, political repressions, NKVD, Kharkiv.


