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UKRAINIAN�POLISH RELATIONS 

IN UKRAINIAN HISTORY TEXTBOOKS 
 
The article presents an analysis of current school textbooks for the 

purpose of presenting in them the history of relations between Ukrainians 



and Poles during the long period from the Middle Ages to the middle of the 
XX century. Among the main objectives of the publication is to track 
changes that have (or have not) occurred in the perception and relationship 
of the nearest neighbor, compared to the previous generation of Ukrainian 
textbooks. How do they represent the Poles, the Polish state and the 
common past from the Middle Ages to the present? The school textbooks for 
grades 5–11 were taken into account, which received recommendations for 
teaching in secondary schools. 

It is noted that the Poles and Poland appear in the textbooks during 
certain historical periods, each of which is highlighted in the textbooks by 
specific economic, political and social factors: the Middle Ages – dynastic 
contacts and militaristic conflicts between the Polish kings and Russians; 
XIV – first half of XVI c. – the Commonwealth period from the subor-
dination by Poland the territory of the Galicia-Volyn principality and the 
former territories of Russia to Khmelnytskyi war; the end of XVIII– 
XIX c. – from the Koliivshchyna to the restoration of the Polish state; 
period of the twentieth century. Common feature for all these periods, 
despite the specifics and uniqueness, is the existence of conflict. The history 
of Poland and the Ukrainian-Polish relationship is actualized in textbooks 
almost exclusively because of a confrontation between the two nations in 
the political or military aspects.  

In most of the textbooks Poles, as representatives of the ethnic group are 
represented to a very small extent. They are replaced by the image of 
Poland as a state, and the relations of Ukrainians with the Poles are 
considered only through the prism of state or political. The Poles, as 
representatives of the ethnic group, appear in the texts, except in statistics, 
illustrating the national composition of the Ukrainian territories geogra-
phically and chronologically. Compared to the previous generation of 
Ukrainian school textbooks, in modern editions old Soviet categories and 
ethnocentric connotations are not so explicit. Authors attempt to find 
compromises, identify the root causes of conflicts, avoid their unilateral 
characterization, and make no alternative assessments. 

Key words: Poland, Poles, textbooks, history of Ukraine, image of 
“other”. 

 


