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«HEROES» AND «ANTI�HEROES». UKRAINIAN HISTORY 

PERSONALITIES IN THE OF RUSSIAN AND POLISH SCHOOL 
TEXTBOOKS 

History textbooks are a valuable source of reflection the social 
consciousness, especially in the terms of constructing the image of «the 
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other». The existence of positions «hero-antihero» is associated with this 
process. The article is based on an analysis of Russian and Polish textbooks 
period 1990–2016. The main trends in the perception of Ukrainian histo-
rical figures on the pages of didactic literature of neighboring countries are 
shown. It is noted that the evaluation of their activity depends on the 
characteristics of historiography and political discourse in each country. 
The subject of the analysis were images of three representatives of national 
history – Danylo Galyts`kyj, Bohdan Khmelnytsky and Ivan Mazepa. The 
interpretation of them in Polish and Russian textbooks is most expressive 
due to their impact on the national historical processes. 

Keywords: textbook, Poland, Russia, the image of «the other», perso-
nalities. 
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